OCTOBER 2020

SSA Virtual General Meeting
Perspectives in the Wake of the CZU FIRE
A PRESENTATION BY STAFF FROM
SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY’S
WILDFIRE RESEARCH CENTER
San Jose State University is now home to the largest academic
Wildfire Interdisciplinary Research Center in the United States.
The program is an interdisciplinary collaboration between the
Colleges of Science, Social Sciences and Engineering. The
Center’s staff is directed by Dr. Craig Clements, whose studies
range from fire ecology, fire and fluid dynamics, wildfire behavior
modeling and meteorology, to remote sensing management
and policy.

Friday November 13, 2020
7:00 pm
Zoom Meeting
To join click on the link:
https://clari.zoom.us/j/92599378092

Presenting will be Dr. Kate Wilkin, a fire ecologist who is
studying the Loma Fire and who specializes in defensible space
and the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI). Dr. Wilkin has nearly 20 years of
experience in natural resource management, outreach and research. Her
research focuses on living sustainably in fire-prone ecosystems, wildfire
recovery of communities and natural lands, prescribed fire on private
lands, wildfire mitigation, fire-resistant homes, defensible space, and fuel
treatments. She also has expertise in monitoring wildfire behavior through
remote sensing technologies.
Also presenting will be Amanda Stasiewicz, assistant professor of Wildfire
Management, whose research focuses on the human dimensions of
wildfire, community adaptation to wildfire risk in the WUI, and citizen-agency
conflict and cooperation.
So please join us to benefit from the latest findings on wildfire behavior and
ask questions of this expert in the field of wildfire study.
If you have not used Zoom before, allow some extra time before the meeting
starts to set up the Zoom components.
First-time users may find this link helpful “Using Zoom for the Very First Time”
https://my.cgu.edu/it/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2020/07/First-time-Zoom-start.pdf
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SSA Membership Report – October 2020
BY DEBRA BORN, MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE CHAIR

Who Would Have Thought 2020
Would Be Like This?
I’ll begin with a big THANK YOU to all of you who renewed
your membership or joined our Association this year to
keep our Association strong in spite of COVID-19 and
impacts on our SSA operations. As a result of the virus
SSA cancelled our plans for our Summer General Meeting,
which we so look forward to each year. So here we are in
the last quarter of the year pining for the good old days
when we could meet face to face and share stories and
yummy desserts.

But where there’s a will there’s a way to stay connected.
So SSA is hosting a “virtual” General Meeting and
presentation on Friday November 13 for all of our
members who want to learn more about the CZU fire from
experts who study fire behavior. See more about this event
on the cover of this issue. Please join us to learn about
current research being done locally on the CZU fire and
elsewhere.

And then came the CZU Complex fire when our
communities were mostly evacuated and many of
our associate members lost homes. Most of us have
recovered from these traumas but many have not. Our
hearts go out to those who have lost so much.
Added to this is the horrible air quality keeping us mostly
inside and even more isolated from one another than
we already were. As if the possibility of losing one’s
community through fire was not enough, now we did not
want to gather other outside to stay connected with our
friends and neighbors.

A phoenix
sculpture inspired
by the recent
wildfire events by
local metalsmith
Bill Sorich ©

SPUG Quarterly Report
Month/Year

Amerigas

FerrellGas

Kamps

Suburban/SV

September 2020

2.750

2.321

2.250

2.430

August 2020

2.750

2.321

2.250

2.430

July 2020

2.750

2.352

2.250

2.430

June 2020

2.750

2.390

2.250

2.430

May 2020

2.750

2.306

2.250

2.490

April 2020

2.750

2.306

2.250

2.490

March 2020

2.750

2.556

2.500

2.470

February 2020

2.750

2.540

2.600

2.470

January 2020

2.750

2.570

2.600

3.980

December 2019

2.750

2.600

2.400

3.980

November 2019

2.750

2.600

2.400

3.980

October 2019

2.750

2.151

2.050

3.550

September 2019

2.750

2.036

1.950

3.550

Skyline Propane Users Group (SPUG) was formed to
benefit SSA members. For information about joining, or for
members wishing current information on the agreement
go to our website: www.SouthSkyline.org/spug/. If you
have questions, please email propane@southskyline.org .
SSA has agreements with Amerigas, Kamps, Suburban
Propane Scotts Valley, and FerrellGas. The open market
price is more than $1.00/gallon higher than the SPUG
price. Prices are subject to change as frequently as
wholesale prices change. The prices SSA posts are for the
first of the month. Our SPUG rate is based on a keep-full
basis, not will-call service.
You are not required to pay sales tax on propane if you
do not have natural gas available where you use propane.
If you get your propane from Amerigas, you will need to
submit a sales tax exemption form. Contact Amerigas for
the form.
Membership dues were due in January. Those whose
SSA membership has lapsed can be disqualified by our
propane providers from receiving the benefit of the SPUG
price. Membership can be renewed at www.SouthSkyline.
org/membership/. If paying by check use the Membership
Application on the website.
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What the SSA is Doing
BY MICHAEL ROWE, PRESIDENT

A Shout-out for First Responders, including all
the out of area / state heroes who came to our
rescue to fight the CZU Complex Fire. Words are

SSA Board Members and Officers Needed
SSA Board elections are coming up at the January meeting
(virtual event, if need be) and we have open seats available
on the board. The board is still searching for a new board
president and treasurer. Serving on the board is a good
way to meet neighbors and share ideas. South Skyline
members who are interested in getting involved on our
community board are encouraged to contact Michael
Rowe for more information at rowe517@icloud.com .

not enough to express the gratitude for all the amazing
people that risked life and limb to save residents, animals,
and homes. Thank you, thank you, thank you!

General Meetings
Unfortunately, all of the in-person General Meetings have
been canceled in 2020 due to COVID-19. However, we
dearly miss connecting with the community and will plan a
virtual meeting with guest speaker presentation in October.
The South Skyline Association (SSA) and all our
community groups are run by neighborhood volunteers
and we are exceedingly grateful for the fantastic people
who choose to help. But that group of helpers needs to
evolve, recycle and replenish from time to time. Currently,
we are short-handed on our SSA board of directors and our
Adopt-A-Highway crew.

Interested in
joining our
community
board?
Contact Michael Rowe at
rowe517@ icloud.com

Dave Anderson

Highway 9 – Santa Cruz County

Website, Public Safety

Patti Begley

Highway 9 – Santa Cruz County

Skylines, Website Committee

Barbara Bekins

Highway 35 – Rocky Creek

Secretary, Public Safety/Water, Website
Committee

Debra Born

Alpine Road

Membership Chair, SSFC, Web Comm.

Evan Dellor

Portola Heights

Vice-President

Rich Lee

Portola Heights

SSEPO, Chief Fun Officer

Jerry Parsons

Las Cumbres

SSEPO

Michael Rowe

Highway 9 – Santa Cruz County

President

Ruth Van Sciver

South of Black Rd.

SCMEPA

Dick Schwind

Highway 35 – North of Hwy 9

Mountain Neighbors Helping Neighbors
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Evacuations
BY JOHN DELONG, SSFSC

Includes:
hard hat with headlamp, sturdy shoes,
goggles, gloves, N95 mask, whistle,
bandana; tie back long hair.

o

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Phone 1:
Phone 2:

Contact email:

TOTAL # OF RESIDENTS ON PROPERTY:

Our brochure ooois designed so that you
have checklists
for home hardening,
o
o
o
defensible space,
Go Bag preparation,
o
o
signing up foroo alerts, what to do when a
o
fire is near, what to do when evacuation
o
o
is imminent, and
it has a tear-off page to
o
o
be completedo and taped inside your front
window to alert first responders that you
have evacuated and how to reach you.

Bring extra water bottles!

Secure pets and livestock into transports / carriers
Load GO Bags into vehicle (see reverse side)
Load optional Evacuation Tools into vehicle
(chain saw, pry bar, bolt cutter, tow strap)
Load extra water into vehicle
Turn on interior and exterior house lights
Close doors, windows, and skylights, including garage
doors, as you leave.
Post Resident Information panel in front window
Do not lock doors, firefighters may need shelter from
flame front
Confirm meeting place and out-of-state contact w/ everyone
Choose safest route away from fire
Confirm escape route (if evacuating more than 1 vehicle)
Test walkie-talkies (if evacuating more than 1 vehicle)
Load family and pets into vehicles
Do final head count—family and pets
Tune vehicle radio to local emergency station for
evacuation and route information

Turn headlights on; turn on car AC; set to recirculate
Get the Heck Out—the sooner the better!

Drive slowly and defensively, be observant.
Stay on paved roads, proceed downhill,
away from fire if possible.
For

# of residents who evacuated:

Date:

Time:

Name:
Name:
Name:

If Trapped in Vehicle

Name:

Stay calm and stay together!
Park vehicle in open area clear of vegetation
Stay inside vehicle—it can be much hotter outside.
A nearby newer building may be a safer shelter
Protect yourselves with N95 mask and wool hat
Lie on vehicle floor
Cover yourselves with wool blanket or jacket
Remain in vehicle until fire has passed
If trapped, park vehicle off the road, if possible.
Evacuate on foot only as a last resort

Name:

# of residents who stayed:
Name:

Wildfire Preparation Worksheet
and Emergency Evacuation Guide

Name:

Total # of pets:

Pets we evacuated:

Pets we left behind:

If Trapped on Foot

INTENDED EVACUATION DESTINATION:

Stay calm and stay together!
Protect yourselves N95 mask and hard hat
Protect yourselves with wool blanket or jacket
Shelter in building or behind protective barrier
Or find level ground clear of vegetation—a depression or
ditch is best

Name:

A Step-by-Step Guide to Preparing
and Protecting Your Family, Pets and
Property from the Threat of Wildfire.
Including Evacuation Preparation
and Safety Guidelines

Location:
Phone:
Email:

The mission of the South Skyline FireSafe Council
(SSFSC) is to provide education and outreach programs
for fire prevention and preparedness to all South Skyline
residents.
SSFSC was formed in 2009 as a CA non-profit 501(c)3 corp.
Donations to SSFSC are fully tax deductible.
Email - info.ssfsc@gmail.com

Prepared,
Not
Scared

RESIDENT INFORMATION

Residence address:

PROPERTY INFORMATION:
Propane shut-off location:

Natural gas shut-off location:

Power/Generator shut-off location:
Water access:

Other information:

photo © Artpho - Dreamstime.com

Stay calm and stay together!
Put on optional protective clothing before evacuating

Cut at Fold, Fill Out this Panel, Post in
Front Window in Case of Evacuation

Contact:

Rev-11-06-19

IMPORTANT! Practice and time these steps

o
o

Stay calm and stay together!
Stay inside—it can be much hotter outside!
Collect fire extinguishers
Put wet towels across door bases
Keep away from outside walls and windows
Move to end of house farthest from approaching fire
Protect yourselves with N95 mask and hard hat
Protect yourselves with wool blanket or jacket
Stay low to keep cool and avoid smoke inhalation
Test door surface with back of hand before opening
Shelter in place until fire has passed or forced to leave
After fire has passed avoid damaged trees and power lines
After fire has passed check roof and attic for embers
Put out any spot fires

!

Time to Go!

If Trapped in Home-Shelter in Place

!

The SSFSC took the opportunity to compare our Be
Prepared, Not Scared evacuation brochure to other similar
brochures put out by other local FireSafe Councils as
well as CalFire. We compared our own experiences and
then edited our brochure to assure it was as up to date
and useful as possible. If you are reading this online you
can link to the brochure http://www.southskylinefiresafe.
org/. Or, go to our website and find it in the “For More
Information” section on our homepage at
http://www.southskylinefiresafe.org/ .

South Skyline paper,
FireSafe Council
Please print this brochure on legal
o
if you can. Weoo plan to print it ourselves
Evacuation Orders
o
o
and stuff all mailboxes
within the SSA
o
o
o
area.
o
o

Emergency Evacuation Guide—Take this with you when you leave
© Alexmillos - Dreamstime.com

This past quarter has been challenging for many of us. The
mid-August lightning storm and subsequent fires were very
scary. The CZU Lightning Complex fire, with 86,509 acres
burned was almost 6 times larger than the previous record
largest fire within San Mateo/Santa Cruz Counties, which
was 15,000 acres. About 1400 structures were destroyed,
and there was one civilian fatality.

Brought to you by:

South Skyline FireSafe Council

more detailed explanations, visit our web site: www.southskylinefiresafe.org

Large wildfires are the new normal in
California, so we must all be prepared for the next one.

2020 Fall Free Chipping Program
Chipping to begin on Monday, October 26th
South Skyline Fire Safe Council is offering free brush chipping
for defensible space clearing and fuel reduction around individual
homeowner property.
Applications must be submitted no later than Thursday,

October 15th

To apply please go to our website at: www.southskylinefiresafe.org
GENERAL ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS:
• Home must be within the SSFSC Boundries
• Brush Piles must be stacked in accordance with SSFSC checklist
• Brush Piles must be available for inspection one week prior to start date for chipping
• Chipping is for existing homes only. No new construction clearing or commercial sites
QUESTIONS CAN BE DIRECTED TO ED HAYES
E-MAIL: edandcarolynhayes@gmail.com • PHONE: 408-872-1715
NOW AVAILABLE – Free visit by our Home Advisory team to assess your defensible space and make
recommendations for home hardening. EMAIL: homeadvisory.ssfsc@gmail.com

South Skyline FireSafe Council

324 Skyline Blvd, La Honda, CA 94020
www.southskylinefiresafe.org
The Skyline Boulevard region in the Counties of Santa Cruz, Santa Clara and San Mateo
4		

SOUTH SKYLINE ASSOCIATION

South Skyline Fire & Rescue News
BY ANDY SEIGEL, CAPTAIN, SSF&R

CZU Lightning Complex Fire
For 17 straight days, we worked on the largest fire in
recorded history (since 1900) in Santa Cruz / San Mateo
counties. At the start of the incident, we sent the water
tender to one of the three main lightning induced fires (the
Warnella, in Davenport). Less than an hour later, the “3-10”
fire was reported just off Highway 9 between highways 35
and 236. We took our Type 3 engine (2936) to that incident,
and working with a Cal Fire hand crew and Boulder Creek
Fire, it was held
to about an
acre. Two more
small fires in Big
Basin kept us
busy well into
the first night. I
staffed our Type
1 (2911) the 3rd
day with 2 Cal
Fire firefighters at
the Bonny Doon
Helibase. By the
end of the day,
E2911 and E2936
were staffed
by Cal Fire and
A stubborn tree in Bonny Doon
committed to the
incident for the next 2 weeks.
We had WT2951 in nearly every corner of the fire, from
Cloverdale & Butano to Waddell Creek to Last Chance &
Swanton in Davenport to Bonny Doon to Ben Lomond. With
resources very thin early in the incident, we had atypical
assignments beyond water delivery including direct fire
attack, handline construction, and deploying some 7000′
of hose for a backfire above the town of Felton. We spent
3 consecutive shifts supporting that backfire operation,
designed to stop the main fire which was descending
towards Felton from Empire Grade. Our last assignment
was an overnight backfire above Canyon Road near
Butano.

Everyone on the team did an outstanding job, participating
in a rotating schedule so we were able to staff the water
tender 24x7, shuttle teams to and from the incident, and
cover any local incidents, while allowing for a rehab day in
between shifts. This is no small feat with a team of 8. Over
the 17 days we committed over 1000 man-hours to the
incident.
We were lucky in South Skyline to have only the
inconvenience of evacuation. Around 1000 homes were
destroyed in the fire, most in Santa Cruz County, with large
clusters in Boulder Creek, Last Chance Rd in Davenport,
and parts of Bonny Doon and upper Ben Lomond.
Three volunteer firefighters from our sister company in
Davenport lost their homes. GoFundMe sites have been
established for each of them. You can reach those from
our main website below.

What’s a 24-Hour Shift Like?
Morning briefing is at 7AM. So, up at 5, leave the station
around 6. Once at base camp, the operator heads for the
briefing, and the firefighter heads for supplies: water, ice,
two lunch/dinner bags, and two breakfasts/coffees to go
for the outgoing crew. After briefing and breakout sessions
with your assigned division, it’s off to find the water tender,
usually at a pre-arranged location, swap their gear out, and
yours in. Depending on where that is, the outbound crew is
back at the station by 10...
So I guess it’s like a 29 hour shift

A Good Time to Check your Tank Fittings
A water tender assignment always includes finding water
sources. We used swimming pools, tanks, and hydrants to
move over 100,000 gallons of water. We ran into a number
of situations where a tank had an incompatible fitting, or
none at all. A 2 ½ inch NH (hose) fitting is most typical;
some districts require a 4″ NH fitting. Make your tank
visible with a blue reflector, which you can get online or
at a hardware store… or we can provide one. The “Help us
Help you” section on our website has a diagram of hose
fittings as well as information about making your address
visible.

Recruiting for 2021
We are running out of time to get new volunteers in time
for the 2021 academy. An incident like the CZU Lightning
Complex really shows the difficulty we have in staffing
with a small team. Over the next three years, we need 10+
new volunteers. There’s information on our website about
the program under the Join Us tab. We’re happy to answer
any questions; email us at interest@southskylinefire.org to
get the ball rolling.
Visit us at http://southskylinefire.org .
WT2951 supplies E1771 at the backfire above Canyon Rd.

SOUTH SKYLINE ASSOCIATION		
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La Honda Fire Brigade, ARES, and CERT
Instrumental to Saving South Coast Communities
BY PAT O’COFFEY, PRESIDENT LA HONDA FIRE BRIGADE
The La Honda Fire Brigade, along with Loma Mar and
King’s Mountain, are the only 100% all-volunteer fire
departments left in San Mateo County. They receive the
same training as career firefighters and face the same
dangers. However, they do it not for money, but rather for
their community and their neighbors. Most of them live in
the communities they serve. During the CZU August Fires
they played a critical role in protecting the communities of
Loma Mar, Middleton Tract, Pescadero, Butano, La Honda,
and the Alpine/Skyline neighborhoods. These volunteer
firefighters have full-time jobs, yet for weeks they battled
fires that turned into the largest in recorded history in San
Mateo and Santa Cruz Counties.
The Chief of the La Honda Fire Brigade, Ari Delay, also
serves as the Fire Chief for the City of San Bruno. He has
many years of experience as a Battalion Chief for the
Coastside Fire Protection District and Cal Fire. Chief Delay
recounted the following about one of the first fires of the
CZU Complex.
Dry lightning storms struck across the Santa Cruz
mountains and the communities of La Honda, Loma Mar,
Butano, and Pescadero in the early hours of August 16,
2020, sparking multiple small fires in the redwoods. Five
firefighters from the all-volunteer La Honda Fire Brigade
responded, eventually hiking miles into the dense forest
with 60 lbs. of gear strapped on their backs. They located a
fire near the communities of Middleton Tract and La Honda,
off of Camp Pomponio Road, near Portola Redwoods State
Park. This was no small feat in the dark, amidst a storm
of lightning strikes, and we spent the next hours working
on a steep incline putting the fire out. At the bottom of the
incline, we dug trenches in two feet of redwood duff and
built a fire line to catch falling material that could ignite the
forest below. The only water available was what we could
carry. We were finally assisted by other firefighters at noon
the next day, and the last of the La Honda crew hiked out
at 6 pm, about 16 hours after the first reports of fire in the
mountains. This became known as the 5-5 Fire.
If the volunteer firefighters from La Honda had not been
able to respond as quickly and as professionally as
they did to the 5-5 Fire, it is safe to say that Loma Mar,
Middletown Tract, Butano, Portola Heights, and La Honda
could have easily been lost. The Brigade, along with
firefighters from Loma Mar, King’s Mountain, San Mateo
County Fire, Menlo Park Fire Protection District, Woodside
Fire Protection District, Redwood City Fire Department,
North County Fire Authority, Hayward Fire Department,
Cal Fire, San Mateo County Parks, Mid-Peninsula
Regional Open Space District, State Parks, and Giacomini
Construction successfully held the fire line at Pescadero
Creek / Wurr Rd. for the next 10 days.

The
communities
which the
Brigade serves
immediately
volunteered
to assist.
Mid-Peninsula
Regional
Open Space
District and
Portola State
Park rangers,
along with residents with heavy equipment, assisted the
firefighters at the fire line. There was an outpouring of food
and beverage, so much so that we had to ask residents to
schedule their deliveries instead of dropping them off at
the firehouse. San Mateo Large Animal Evacuation Group
rescued almost 2000 animals, including my 4 horses
at 2:00 a.m. on the 18th. CERT (Community Emergency
Response Team) and ARES (Amateur Radio Emergency
Services) responded immediately. They delivered food and
beverages to the firefighters at the line, they staffed the
Department Operation Center (DOC) at the La Honda fire
station 24x7, answered questions from residents, provided
a liaison to Large Animal Evac, and transferred information
to and from the Emergency Operations Center in Redwood
City. At times, the only form of communication was by
HAM radio. CERT and HAM volunteers kept the community
informed of evacuation warnings and orders. Other
volunteers assisted with food donations and distribution,
kept the firehouse clean and orderly, responded to
requests for batteries or other equipment, and helped the
firefighters rehab after spending long hours on the line.
Google provided some high-end, full-body massage chairs.
Others donated money needed to replace much of the
equipment that was used in fighting the fire.
The outpouring from the community has been nothing
but spectacular. The Brigade would like to thank each and
every one of you for your amazing support!
We are lucky to have such a dedicated and professionally
trained corps of volunteers to protect our lives, property,
and the unique environment in which we live. The Board
of the La Honda Fire Brigade would like to thank all of you.
Words cannot express the gratitude we feel for our firefighers
and the many community volunteers and supporters.
For information on how you can be a supporter of the
Brigade, please visit our website at www.lahondafire.
org . For information about Large Animal Evacuation, go
to www.smclaeg.org . For information on how you can
become a HAM radio operator and assist in emergency
communications (ARES) go to www.sc4arc.org .

6		

SOUTH SKYLINE ASSOCIATION

Lessons Learned from the CZU Fire
Janice

Kathy

We live on Skyline Blvd in Santa Cruz County my husband
and I did NOT receive any alert on either of our cell phones
or either of land lines for the CZU FIRE. Our son and our
daughter who both live next door to us, called us to ask if
we received the evacuation notice & needed help. They and
our daughter-in-law received evacuation notice on their
cell phones. After we evacuated, I tried to enter our cell
phones in Santa Cruz County Website and got told they
were duplicates.

We needed info on what we were supposed to do during
an evacuation – especially with propane tanks and
generator. This included things like – take down curtains,
close windows, leave doors unlocked, put ladder at side of
house, move things to center of room away from windows,
leave out water buckets, put up evacuated sign...

Lynn
I did not get a phone call to evacuate. If my neighbors
didn’t check on me, I wouldn’t have known. Shouldn’t I have
received a call from reverse 911? I will need to make sure
that I’m signed up with the Santa Cruz county alert system.

Hans
In the wake of the fire I thought I
would bring up something that has
concerned me for some time, and that
is the fact that for the vast majority
of homes in our communities the
address markings are difficult to
read and often hard to find. I recently
replaced the address numbers on the
mailbox at the Chestnut Orchard with
some highly reflective, high visibility
numbers that are 4 inches tall.

Patti
We weren’t quite as prepared as we thought. When the
call comes at night, it’s dark, ashes are falling from the
sky and you don’t know how close the fire is – it’s hard not
to panic. It is hard to think. We did remember to put away
outdoor furniture, and propane tanks, grab our computers,
medications, and few clothes then got the heck out. We
remembered other things later but that’s ok; the “stuff”
doesn’t really matter as long as your family is safe.

It was awesome to have email/text conversations with a
small group of neighbors – to stay in touch on well-being
and to keep updated and share information. Loved the
neighbors who had web accessible cameras for keeping
an eye on surroundings.
Can’t thank our firefighters, CERT volunteers, and first
responders enough.
ONLINE LINKS TO MORE LESSONS LEARNED:

Castanea Communications Trailer
Bryan Osborne has created a video showing how the
Castanea Communications Trailer was used during
the power outage and fire. With cell towers down and
no internet access, Ham radios and community based
GMRS radios were the ONLY methods of communication
available to many. This is an interesting collection of
videos of the developing wildfire. It can be viewed at
https://youtu.be/NpBN2ga-RC0

Big Basin
We will have more to learn about how Big Basin State
Park will recover as it undergoes stress testing for winter
storms, wind, soil erosion and possible flooding in burned
areas. Here is a link to a story:
www.parks.ca.gov/NewsRelease/970

SOUTH SKYLINE ASSOCIATION		
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How Prepared Was Your Neighborhood?
BY PAT O’COFFEY, SOUTH SKYLINE EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS ORGANIZATION
Were you and your family prepared to evacuate? Did you
have a “Go Bag” already packed? Did you have a plan for
where to go? Were you prepared to take all your animals?
Were you able to check on the welfare of your neighbors?
These are all questions that you should ask yourself
when preparing for an emergency. The questions and
the answers will be different depending on the type of
emergency.
South Skyline Emergency Preparedness Organization
(SSEPO) has long encouraged Skyline residents to develop
a Neighborhood Emergency Plan. The emergency planning
for Portola Heights and Castanea Ridge worked very well
during our recent experience with the CZU Fire.
Once it was evident that we may need to evacuate, we
activated our neighborhood phone tree and those of us
with GMRS (General Mobile Radio Service) radios turned
on our radios to our assigned programmed channel. We
have almost 30 GMRS operators in the community and we
have monthly nets to practice our radio skills and check
on signal propagation. Those of us with HAM licenses
listened to the Operation Center transmissions from the La
Honda Fire Station and OES in Redwood City and passed
on that information via GMRS radio. Since we are a fairly
large neighborhood, we have divided it into 5 groups, each
with a coordinator. The group coordinator is responsible
for communicating to the residents within their group.
Therefore, instead of one person making 30-40 phone
calls, five people make 6-7 phone calls. This is much more
efficient. Radio communications are even more efficient
because one person can communicate with many people
at the same time, thus ensuring that the same message is
getting communicated.
When the order to evacuate came on the evening of
August 18, that message was quickly shared via the
phone tree and radios. Not everyone evacuated and
there were times when there was no phone service.
Those who remained stayed informed with each other
on the radios. Our remaining HAM operator was able to
share information directly from the Operations Center
in La Honda. Communications were also accomplished
through our group.io community site. This was especially
important in keeping those who had evacuated informed
of what was happening back at home. If one of the nonevacuees needed something (like food), those of us who
did evacuate could provide information on how to get that
need met without leaving the community.

of emergencies and it could save lives. For complete
information on how to organize your neighborhood, go to
www.ssepo.org
The key ingredients of a Neighborhood Emergency Plan
are:
• Identify one or two overall Community Coordinators
• Depending on the size of your neighborhood, adhere to
efficient Span of Control. No more than 6 – 7 residences
per group or cluster. Each group needs to have one (plus
a back-up) person who is responsible for checking on
the welfare of the residents in their group.
• Hold a meeting to discuss the need for an Emergency
Plan and how different types of potential disasters
require different types of preparedness.
• Create a phone tree.
• Develop a radio infrastructure using FRS or GMRS radios
for communication.
• Identify HAM operators in your neighborhood who can
coordinate communication with emergency personnel
outside the community and can get help when
necessary.
• Establish a neighborhood group social media outlet,
such as groups.io or NextDoor.
• Complete GIS mapping of your neighborhood so first
responders have the information they need when trying
to save your home.
So, the remaining question is HOW PREPARED WERE YOU
AND YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD FOR EVACUATION? Now
is the time to answer that question. What did you leave
behind that you really needed? What did you take that was
non-essential? How long did it take you to get everything
together? What could you do differently to shorten that
time? Take a few minutes and write down what could
have been done to make evacuating less scary and more
efficient. If you are interested in getting help to organize
your neighborhood or complete your GIS Mapping, contact
SSEPO at info@SSEPO.org .

Other neighborhoods along Skyline had similar
experiences with the efficiency of their emergency plan
and radio communications. Others relied on the internet
/ e-mail to keep each other informed. However, internet
and phone lines are not always available during an
emergency. SSEPO believes that a strong neighborhood
emergency plan is critical in being prepared for all kinds
8		
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Where to Find Information During a Disaster –
It’s at SSEPO.org
Your all-volunteer South Skyline
Emergency Preparedness
Organization, SSEPO.org, was quick
to post links of important information
during the recent fires.

SANTA CLARA COUNTY ALERTS: https://www.sccgov.org/sites/oes/
alertscc/pages/home.aspx

Here are the links we found most
useful during the recent fires, many
will be helpful in future disasters.

SOUTH SKYLINE GROUPS.IO EMAIL GROUP: south-skyline@groups.io

Did you find others? Please share
them. Send to: info@ssepo.org

SAN MATEO COUNTY ALERTS: https://hsd.smcsheriff.com/smcalert
SANTA CRUZ COUNTY ALERTS: https://scr911.org
LA HONDA MESSAGE BOARD: lahondadigest@googlegroups.com
CAL FIRE TWITTER FEED: https://Twitter.com/CALFIRE – then add your
location. Twitter provides real-time, crowd-sourced disaster information
CAL FIRE – www.fire.ca.gov/ latest incident reports and evacuation information
NATIONAL FIRE SITUATION MAP:
https://maps.nwcg.gov/sa/#/%3F/%3F/37.1481/-122.1951/11
SATELLITE WITH INFRARED OF HOT AREAS:
https://worldview.earthdata.nasa.gov/
CALIFORNIA TOPOGRAPHY:
https://caltopo.com/map.html#ll=37.24796,122.20093&z=12&b=map&a=modis_mp
ALERT WILDFIRE – hillside cameras, including Black Mountain view to the west
http://www.alertwildfire.org/southeastbay/index.html?camera=AxisBlackMtSCC&v=81e004f
REAL TIME AIR CRAFT OVERFLIGHT:
https://www.flightradar24.com/37.28,-122.32/10
REAL TIME AIR CRAFT OVERFLIGHT – INCLUDING GOVERNMENT
AIRCRAFT: Phone or Tablet APP: OpenADSB

Midpen Rangers Help Fight the CZU Complex Fires
REPORTED BY DICK SCHWIND AFTER INTERVIEWING MIDPEN STAFF
BRAD PENNINGTON AND LEIGH ANN GESSNER
Did you know that the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space
District has a fire fighting-trained crew of about 17 of their
preserve rangers and maintenance staff? This unit was
very busy during the CZU Complex fire. First, four small
fires started by lightning August 16 in Midpen preserves
were extinguished quickly by Midpen rangers thanks in
part to Midpen’s ongoing annual fire break and fire road
maintenance.

training annually and are paid by Midpen for this service.
The picture shows a crew on the Old Haul Road after a 12hour shift.

A specially trained crew of 10 then assisted CalFire with
firefighting, putting out hot spots and performing mop-up
along the north fire line on the Old Haul Road. Many staff
worked 12-hour shifts on their scheduled days off and
helped hold the fire at Old Haul Road. The crew used their
large 1,800-gallon water tanker and 4 ranger pickups, each
with a 125-gallon water tank (totaling 500 gallons, same as
many Cal Fire engines).
This valuable addition to local firefighting resources
consists of MidPen rangers who volunteer to fight fires on
their days off. They receive special 40 hours of firefighting

Midpen rangers end of 12-hour shift putting out hot spots
CZULightning Complex Old Haul Rd 8-2020

SOUTH SKYLINE ASSOCIATION		

9

How Firewise Prepared Us for CZU Lightening Complex
BY LYNN SESTAK
Sunset Ridge Road is a small private road association
located near Skyline. Last year we went through the
Firewise USA® six step process and achieved recognition
as a Firewise USA® site in August 2019.
The Firewise USA process is described here: https://www.
nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-risks/Wildfire/
Firewise-USA/Become-a-Firewise-USA-site . Support and
coaching is provided through local FireSafe Councils such
as Santa Clara County FireSafe Council.
One step of this process is attending an education event.
We chose the Wildfire Evacuation Workshop (WEW)
presented by Santa Clara County FireSafe Council
(SCCFSC). That workshop helped us better understand
proactive steps to take for home preparation before a
wildfire, in addition to having an evacuation plan and gobag prepared.
In addition to the investment our community had made
yearly for tree and brush clearing (another requirement
of the Firewise USA process), we used many of those
WEW proactive steps prior to the CZU Lightening Complex
mandatory evacuation. For example, to reduce risk of
burning embers catching our homes on fire: we moved
all flammable deck furniture beyond 30′ of the house,
we severely trimmed all shrubbery touching the house;
we moved all gas/diesel cans and wood piles beyond
30′ of the house; we sprayed phos-chek fire retardant
on wood surfaces immediately touching the house and
outbuildings; we used leaf blowers to ensure dead leaf
collections near the house were removed; those of us who
had roof sprinkler systems ensured their readiness and
some homeowners removed wood deck railing attached
to the house as an extra precaution when more lightning
storms were a threat.

For progress on our 5 Year Plan, we collected GIS
mapping data for home and water source locations and
gave that mapping data to CALFIRE Felton which covers
our area. We had a large printed copy of our road map
laminated and posted near our road entrance to help first
responders. We also set up a WhatsApp group to be only
used for emergencies for our community. This worked
very well during the CZU Lightening Complex fires for
coordinating spraying fire retardant around each home,
evacuation status and more. Finally, we marked more turn
around spots for emergency vehicles on our road. As a
bit of serendipity, we learned our Firewise USA renewal
application had been approved on Aug 28, 2020. Our
community felt much better prepared for wildfire based on
all the steps we took above, and lessons learned from this
last evacuation experience. Thankfully, we were allowed to
come home on Friday August 28th, with our neighborhood
intact. We were fortunate, and our hearts go out to those
homes and lives lost in nearby areas.
Santa Clara County FireSafe Council:
https://sccfiresafe.org/
FireSafe Santa Cruz: https://www.firesafesantacruz.org/
One handy evacuation preparation checklist:
https://www.firesafesantacruz.org/wildfire-preparationand-emergency-evacuation-guide
Additional evacuation checklists and more:
https://www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/
Interested in more information about Firewise for your
community? See
https://sccfiresafe.org/learn/what-is-firewise-usa/ or
contact Lynn Sestak at lsestak@SCCFiresafe.org .

The Firewise USA process requires 3 steps for yearly
renewal:
1. An education event
2. Meeting minimum hours and/or dollar investment
for wildfire risk reduction for the community
3. Making progress on our 5 Year Plan
The specific tasks we accomplished to meet renewal
requirements also came in handy in preparation for the
CZU Lightening Complex fire. Our education “event” was
a socially distanced field trip with neighbors walking
our emergency evacuation route, in addition to viewing
FireSafe Santa Cruz County’s “Home Hardening Workshop”
video: https://www.firesafesantacruz.org/homehardening-events-2019 .
Collectively for our 10-home community, we logged more
than 700 hours spent on defensible space work, chipping,
home hardening using some of SCCFSC’s “Shelter in Yard”
tips. We also paid professional tree and brush cutting
services to tackle difficult projects.
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SC4 Amateur Radio Emergency Service Team
Provides Service For CZU August Complex
BY LISA SHORT CHUPITY
On the early morning of August 16, we all woke up to an
intense lightning storm – very unusual for the Santa Cruz
Mountain communities of La Honda, Loma Mar, the South
Skyline area, and the beach towns of Pescadero and San
Gregorio. Our cross-canyon neighbor, Craig, WA6YJR
called 911 to report a tree burning that he could see from
his property. Within hours, numerous fires were reported
all over the Santa Cruz Mountains. One of the smoldering
fires near Portola State Park ignited underbrush and trees
in earnest. A hand crew from La Honda Volunteer Fire
Brigade drove in as far as they could and hiked the rest of
the way in with sixty pounds of gear each on their backs.

The CERT member gave me two contact phone numbers
and names. I took the information and relayed it to LAEG,
and in 10 minutes, they had a trailer going up the hill to
rescue the two donkeys.

A directed net was established, leading with Linda Bennett,
W6LJB; Pat O’Coffey, KK6GMG; and myself, Lisa Chupity,
W6LSC. We conducted this from our homes, but it was
realized early on that our local DOC at the La Honda
Firehouse would need to be activated. Linda Bennett, DEC
of San Mateo County – Coastside District activated the
DOC. Angelo Dragone, N6QAD, EC for La Honda, Loma
Mar, Pescadero, San Gregorio, and South Skyline directed
the staffing of Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES)
members for La Honda DOC and ARES staffing of the
Large Animal Evacuation Group (LAEG) for the next 10
days, for 24 hours a day. Local amateur ARES operators
from our club staffed the DOC and assisted LAEG, who
was first set up at the corner of Highway 1 and Pescadero
Creek Road, and then moved to the corner of Highway 1
and Highway 84 in the parking lot of San Gregorio Beach.

ARES member Laurie McLean, KG6UXI, had this to say:
“I wish I had something poignant to share, but other than
picking breakfast up for the firefighters and delivering it to
Peter to take to them, the rest was kind of routine (in the
midst of terror, of course).” Laurie also spent some long
shifts for the DOC and LAEG.

By Tuesday evening, August 18, my family was evacuated
from the Russian Ridge area, as well as those in the areas
of Middleton Tract, Loma Mar, Butano Park, Dearborn
Park, and surrounding parks and camps. By 1800 hours on
Thursday August 20, the entire area including Pescadero,
San Gregorio, and La Honda was evacuated.
Many people from the surrounding area stopped at the
firehouse here in La Honda to ask questions. Our CERT
coordinator, Kathleen Moazed, KM6JVP, answered phones
and walk-in questions, as well as coordinated staffing for
CERT members. Peter Chupity, KI6FAO, wore a number of
different hats, answering questions as a CERT member,
staffing the Net Control corner, and doing logistics
as a LHVFB board member, from running meals from
Alice’s Restaurant to the firefighters on the front lines, to
maintaining both the fire brigade’s website, and the club’s
website where the public can get up-to-date information.

Angelo recalls a scary moment when the wind had
changed direction pointing directly at the towns of La
Honda and Loma Mar. He reported this in person to our fire
chief, Ari Delay, KM6EBE. “The look on Ari’s face was grave,
and he turned to Captain Paul Long, and said, ‘alright,
we have to button this up tonight.’ Then the firemen left.
Fortunately, they made it, and that might have very well
been the action that saved our town.”

Neil Panton, W6VG, spent ample time both with LAEG and
at the DOC. He was “impressed with how well-prepared
our ARES group was to spring into action, even with our
own homes and property under threat. As one person
commented, ‘this is not a drill!’” Neil continued, “I thought
our teams worked seamlessly, tirelessly, calmly, and
professionally throughout the deployment - a testament
to our members continuing to practice and improve their
skills, as well as show their commitment to providing
emergency support to our local communities.”
At least two of our firefighters in the LHVFB are amateur
radio operators. Chief Ari Delay, and Gabe Schein, K6YAH.
For Loma Mar VFB, it’s Chris Connor, KF6RTP. This is
very handy for requesting items from Logistics without
embedding an ARES member within the strike teams.
We also had help from other ARES operators in the LAEG,
and from neighboring ARES HMB. The SC4ARES group
extend our sincere thanks to all who assisted the DOC and
the LAEG during this extended emergency operation.

Number of Amateurs Participating: 27
Duration of Event: 220 hours
Total Person Hours: 612

A bright moment on my Thursday (8/20) evening shift was
when a CERT member took a phone call from a relative of
a couple who had evacuated to San Francisco. The couple
left two donkeys behind on their property, and the relative
wanted to make sure the LAEG could pick the donkeys up,
and take them to where the other rescued animals were.
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Mountain Bikes on Castle Rock Park Trails
LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor:
As a 23-year resident of the area,
former Board member and Past
President of the South Skyline
Association, I would like to remind
our community that public input
to California State Parks regarding
the proposal to add bicycles to the
existing trails within Castle Rock
State Park can still be submitted to
trails@parks.ca.gov .
During our time here, we have lived
near the Skyline-to-the-Sea Trail within
Castle Rock State Park and in fact,
the Trail crosses the driveway to our
house. After a neighborhood robbery,
I installed a surveillance camera
to record the users of the driveway
including those crossing on the Trail.
From those recordings I have created
a census of Skyline-to-the-Sea Trail
users for the last 8 months.
The pandemic has changed all our
lives. In previous years, April, May, and
into Summer, the common sounds of
cars and motorcycles on Highway 9
were frequently hidden by the joyous
sound of excited children on the
Trail. During this period, busloads
(or caravans of minivans) of children
were unloaded at the Sempervirens
Point Overlook and then picked up
3 miles downhill at Saratoga Gap,
representing school outings, scouts,
and other youth groups. In the short
3-mile hike downhill, for many their
first experiences in “wildlands,” they
pass through grasslands, chaparral,
mixed evergreen, and upland redwood
forest. I have enduring memories of
similar experiences in nature during
my childhood, perhaps the reason I
have chosen to live here and to hike
the Trail almost daily.
My concern from when I first heard of
the plan to add mountain bikes to this
Trail, was that input from this group
(busloads of children), and other trail
users like hikers, backpackers, and
runners was not part of the input State
Parks received.

This section of Castle Rock State Park is identified as the Tin Can Ranch Unit,
and in the 2000 General Plan, the guideline for this unit: “An Environmental Living
Program (ELP) where children get an intensive outdoor experience and learn
about the ecology of the Santa Cruz Mountains is recommended for Tin Can
Ranch.”
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, these users were not here this year but can
hopefully return in the future. Unfortunately, they are not fairly represented in my
Trail User census summarized below.
Review of the camera’s video recording are summarized in the following 6 study
periods.

For Study 1 (All observations), 92% of the trail users are hikers, runners, and
backpackers. Unfortunately, during this period, only a single busload of kids was
observed. The more typical 10 to 20
busloads or more would modify the
statistics significantly.
Hikers have been using this route to
the ocean for the last two thousand
years and in 1969 2,500 scouts and
volunteers cleared the route. Please
send an email to trails@parks.ca.gov
asking that the Skyline-to-the-Sea
Trail and other Park trails continue to
be available to decades of users with
only illegal mountain bikers on it. On
this steep and narrow portion of the
trail, mountain bikes would be a danger to long-time users.
The illegal mountain bikers are the best represented group of users, both locally
to decision makers and with lobbyists support in Sacramento. The South Skyline
Association members and Board should support our community including
current trail users rather than the mountain bike clubs of the Silicon Valley and
Santa Cruz County.
Thank you,
Larry Watson
Have questions or want to be involved? Send me an email at
savecastlerocktrails@gmail.com .
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Changes to Vista Point Parking Area
BY CLOUDS REST NEIGHBORS
You may have noticed the new K-rail and gates going in at
the vista point on Skyline Blvd. next to Clouds Rest Road,
sometimes known as Silicon Valley Vista Point or Skyline
Blvd Vista Point #1. This is the result of over 3 years of
working with many people and departments in Caltrans
District 4, State Senator Jerry Hill’s office, in particular
his Field Representative Joan Dentler, San Mateo County
Supervisor Don Horsley and his team, Redwood City CHP,
San Mateo County Sheriff, and Midpeninsula Open Space,
in particular Ranger Chris Baressi and Chief Ranger Matt
Anderson.
While the vista lot was first imagined in the 1970s, it
remained a small piece of dirt for a long time. Over
several decades and projects, it was paved and parking
spaces painted. In 2015, an improvement project paved
the formerly dirt and gravel area between the lot and the
highway. This was found by crowds of late night muscle
cars in spring 2017 when at 2 or 3am, they began to do
“road shows” which are donuts and skids. They did them
to the point where the double yellow lines in front of the
lot were obscured by the rubber they left on the road. You
could see it on Google Maps street view. Four fires were
set from the lot in the abutting Open Space in 2017–
from fireworks and from recklessly setting a fire in the
lot. People openly smoked at the rail and threw their lit
cigarette butts into the dry grass and still do.
It became a safety issue for nearby residents from the fire
risk, the nightly drinking and reckless driving and speeding.
This area is zoned by SMC county so that houses can’t be
seen from the road, and this gave partiers the idea that no
one was around, so there have been chronic, almost nightly
disturbances from the revving, skidding, squealing cars
and shouts frequently laced with obscenities from those
partying or blasting music on radios. The natural bowl
formation of the site with the backdrop of the Russian
Ridge hill made for a natural amphitheater carrying sounds
to the neighbors within a mile.
These troublemakers from out of the area littered their
alcohol bottles and trash by throwing them into the
adjacent Open Space. They also brought spray paint and
put graffiti on every solid object: the large rocks, the drain
pipe, the pipe rail, the signs (front and back), the walkway,
and even the road. There were memorials and obscenities.
There was frequently vomit, broken bottles and used
condoms in the lot in the mornings. Not what hikers with
children want to see when they open their car doors. Not
what we want in our neighborhood especially next to an
Open Space Preserve.
Calling for law enforcement isn’t enough; this area is
remote and takes time for the officers to get here, and
sometimes the perpetrators would have left the scene.
The neighborhood began to communicate with each other
and with Caltrans and law enforcement on the problem,
and we reached out to Senator Hill for help. It was a long,

slow process, first even to get signs that would declare the
vista to be closed from Sunset to Sunrise as are other vista
points in the state. Promises were made that once the
signs were installed, then the officers could enforce them
and all the problems would go away. But they didn’t.
Officers gave up on citations because the perpetrators
would say they didn’t see the signs and the judges would
let them off. So we needed an improved plan. Caltrans
opted for median posts to try to stop the late night donuts.
But the vista lot plus one lane was enough room still for
donuts. All of the other issues remained: the fire risks, the
nightly late night disturbances, the graffiti and the litter.
Disturbances have been year round. Residents called
for law enforcement 4 nights out of 7 this past winter. In
summer, with windows open and with higher late night
visitor counts, residents call for law enforcement almost
every night and sometimes multiple times in a night.
This February, Joan Dentler from Senator Hill’s office,
organized a meeting with all of the interested parties:
Senator Jerry Hill, County Supervisor Don Horsley, multiple
departments of Caltrans, RWC CHP, San Mateo County
Sheriff, Midpeninsula Open Space, and representatives of
the neighborhood. From that meeting, Caltrans agreed to
look into access control: physical closure using gates from
sunset to sunrise and adding K-rail along the white line of
the highway to remove the room the lot made available for
donuts. Once that is done, the median posts which weren’t
effective, will be removed giving more room to bicyclists
and cars in the southbound lane.
The access control project is nearing completion. We are
hopeful this will help.
During Covid shelter in place, the lot was closed
with barricades, cones and many No Parking signs.
Unfortunately, people just parked illegally along the
highway or threw the cones into the open space and just
drove over or collapsed the barricades. So, the nightly
disturbances and associated drinking and driving, litter
and graffiti have not been reduced. There is currently
an offensive racial graffiti on the k-rail which has been
reported multiple times to Caltrans. We are concerned that
people may think they can still park on the highway once
the access control is in, so we are continuing to work with
CalTrans and the associated state and county agencies to
figure out how to bring awareness that the lot is closed to
vehicles and people from sunset to sunrise.
We look forward to the reduced fire risk, the reduced
reckless driving, the reduced drinking and driving, reducing
or eliminating the nightly disturbances, and reducing
graffiti and litter.
We will continue to work for overall fire and traffic safety
and for the peace, beauty and enjoyment of the area for
our wild life, the day time hikers and visitors of the view,
and the neighborhood residents.
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Canyon Live Oak Brings Gold to Our Mountains
BY SARAH SCHOEN
Oaks are one of the most diverse groups of trees in
California. Of the many species of true oaks, Quercus,
found in the state, approximately 7 grow in the South
Skyline Area. Canyon live oak (Quercus chrysolepis) is the
most widely distributed oak in California.
Canyon live oak is an erect, medium-sized oak. It grows
15 to 75′ tall with a trunk up to 5′ wide. It has many growth
forms, depending on its surroundings. In wet conditions
with deeper soils, the tree has a single trunk and a deep
tap root. In rocky soils or steep canyons, it has multiple
trunks, shallow spreading roots, and long horizontal
branches. Some of these larger, older trees remind me
of an octopus. And in chaparral or areas that burn more
frequently, the oak grows as a shrub. Bark is gray and
smooth or lightly furrowed, and thin, up to 1½″ thick. This
species of oak can live 300 or more years.
One particularly interesting aspect of the canyon live oak is
its leaves. Lower leaves are spiny, almost holly-like, while
upper leaves on the same tree are more elongated, with
smooth margins. The upper leaves are about 6 or more
feet off ground level, out of the reach of deer. The lower
leaves are less palatable. Overall, the leaves are evergreen,
oval-shaped to elliptical, 1 to 2½″ long. The top side is a
shiny dark green, with the underside is paler and often
covered with a gold or gray felt.
Male flowers are catkins, 2 to 4″ long. Female flowers grow
singly or in sparsely flowered spikes. The flowers are wind
pollinated. Both male and female flowers are found on the
same plant, but they are scattered throughout the crown
to help prevent self-pollination. They bloom from May to
June. These oaks begin to flower at about age 20.
Canyon live oak acorns are oval, light brown, 1 to 1½″ long
and ½ to ¾″ wide. Tips are rounded or pointed. Cups cover
about ¼ of the acorn and are thick, golden, and with wide,
slightly warty scales. Canyon live oak is also called golden
cup oak. And the species name chrysolepis means golden
scale. Acorns mature about 1½ years after pollination,
falling only a short distance from the tree. Acorns are
dispersed by gravity (when on steep slopes) or by caching
birds such as Stellar’s jays or western scrub-jays, or
caching mammals, such as California gray squirrels.
The seeds germinate in about 60 days, best in moist soil
covered with leaf litter. The seedlings do best in shade and
have a higher survival rate than most other oak species.
Like many oak species, the acorns were processed for
food as bread and/or acorn soup by many California Indian
tribes. They pounded and leached the acorns to remove
tannins before cooking. Possibly due to lower tannins and
a shorter shelf life in granaries, these acorns were often
eaten sooner – in winter or early spring – or used as a
substitute for acorns of other preferred oak species due to
a lean year. The acorns were also more labor intensive to
harvest when the trees grew in steep canyons.

The wood of
canyon live oak
is especially hard
and close grained.
It has been used
historically to
make axels, ship
frames, tool
handles, and even
the working end of
splitting mauls to
convert redwood
into railroad ties.
For this reason,
the tree is also
known as maul or
hickory oak.
Canyon live oak is
shade and drought
Canyon live oak from Sudworth 1908
tolerant. Trees with
their thin bark are top
killed by wildfire, but mature trees can re-sprout from root
crowns or boles following fires or cutting. They can grow
from 1 to 3′ in the first year. Multiple sprouts over time will
concentrate into a few dominant stems. Fire favors canyon
live oak over Douglas-fir (which regrows from seed), at
least for a time until the Douglas-fir grows taller than the
oaks.
Birds and mammals use canyon live oaks acorns for food
and its branches for habitat. The foliage of this and other
evergreen oaks is favored by the caterpillars of California
Sister (Adelpha californica), a strikingly beautiful black and
white butterfly with
one large orange
dot on each of its
upper wingtips.
Caterpillars of
this species look
like green oak
leaves. They are
resistant to the
toxic and bitter oak
tannins, which are
absorbed and then California Sister (Adelpha californica)
retained during
metamorphosis to adults. Adults from 2 or 3 sequential
broods can be seen flying locally from May to October. The
poor palatability is advertised to potential bird predators by
their brightly colored wings.
Canyon live oak grows from southwestern Oregon through
California to northern Baja California. It is found in
mountains and canyons of open woodlands and chaparral
below 9000′.
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Classified Ads
Community
FREE FIRE FITTING FOR THOSE IN
THE SOUTH SKYLINE FIRE & RESCUE
PRIMARY RESPONSE AREA.
This 2 ½ inch fitting will allow the
connection of a fire hose to your water
supply and can be utilized by the fire
department to access the water necessary
for fire suppression. Please visit
http://southskylinefire.org/ for more
information under the “Help us help you”
section.
SC4 AMATEUR RADIO CLUB welcomes
those interested in amateur radio
for emergency communications and
neighborly talk. License is free. Simple
exam: No Morse code. We offer classes.
Visit www.sc4arc.org or write: SC4ARC,
PO Box 237, La Honda, CA 94020

Service
BARBARA & JOHN HARRIMAN
MOUNTAIN REALTORS
Residents here for 23 years.
We LOVE the mountains!
John 408-332-4780
Barbara 408-656-8209
You set the pace. We make it easy.
Now with Sereno Group
John.Harriman@serenogroup.com
Barbara.Harriman@serenogroup.com
Check out our Testimonials
www.TheHarrimanTeam.com
COLE AND RIESE REAL ESTATE GROUP
#1 TEAM LOS GATOS ~
2019 SALES OF $84 MILLION
Nancy Cole, Jill Cole and Michael Riese.
Contact us today to understand how to
maximize the sale price of your home.
Visit us online at www.Cole-Riese.com
info@cole-riese.com | 408-219-3416
C.STILLE EXCAVATION
On the mountain serving South Skyline
Rd / Summit Rd areas for over 30 years.
We offer Quarry Supply, Hauling, Paving
and most forms of Excavation including
defensible space for fire and slide debris
removal. You can reach us at
z408-781-2731 or get more info through:
www.ifyoucandreamitwecandigit.com

DAVE WARTER MORTGAGE ADVISOR
650-618-3619 bayareamortgages.com .
I am passionate about creating a better
loan process, serving happy clients, and
building a foundation for financial success.
This allows me to provide my clients
with competitive rates, tailored financing
solutions, and an efficient loan process
focused on communication. Call or email
me for a free consultation.
DOG DAYS AWARD WINNING
DOG TRAINING
Dog Days–Award Winning Dog
Training Group Classes Monday
evenings in Portola Valley/Ladera. GIFT
CERTIFICATES–great for any dog owner!
Private Lessons Please call
650-851-5500 (Best) or Email:
Dog.days@comcast.net
HUNNER ASSOCIATES GENERAL
CONTRACTORS Local family owned and
operated general construction and project
management firm specializing in new and
remodel residential projects in the San
Francisco Mid-Peninsula area. Licensed
since 1979, visit our website to learn more:
www.hunnerassociates.com or connect by
email: info@hunnerassociates.com
LEARNING STRATEGIES
One-on-one tutoring in your home or by
Zoom by qualified educators. K-12, all
subject areas including test prep ISEE,
HSPT, SSAT & SAT. Also homeschooling
for families and social pods. Contact
Learning Strategies,
www.creative-learning-strategies.com or
email victoriaskinner@creative-learningstrategies.com or call 650-747-9651 for a
free phone consultation.
PINEDA TREE SERVICE INC.
\A local and reliable business that
specializes in Crown thinning & cleaning,
Hazardous tree removal, poison oak
removal, and property cleanup, 24/7
emergency. Free estimate. Insured and
bonded. CSL#991767
Email: PinedatreeserviceInc@gmail.com
650-208-2734

PORTOLA VALLEY FARMERS’ MARKET
Every Thursday, year-round 2-6pm (2-5pm
winter) Weekly farmers’ market brings
local fruits & veggies, eggs, meat, fish,
bakery & specialty foods, crafts and readyto-eats. 765 Portola Road, PV at town
center in front of the Historic Schoolhouse.
www.pvfarmersmarket.com
RESIDENTIAL DESIGN: Country and
urban custom houses, remodel and
additions. 20+ years experience in
California. See some of my work at: http://
www.TSVresidential.com Taruno S. Vega
650-747-0654 taruno@coastside.net
RUSSIAN RIDGE WINERY
919 Washington Street, San Carlos.
Award winning wines, many Santa Cruz
Mountains varietals. Tasting room opens
Fridays 5-9 pm and Saturdays/Sundays
12-5 pm.
SOLAR CONSULTATION
For a free, no obligation solar consultation
from your mountain neighbor, please
contact David Morgan
dmorgan@simplysolarcalifornia.com
(408) 348-5781. Simply Solar is a local
Northern California company installing
North American made panels.
SKYLINE BROADBAND SERVICE
Offering high-speed wireless Internet with
speeds up to 50 Mbps in much of our
500-square-mile coverage area.
http://SkylineBroadbandService.com
phone: 650-712-5900

When placing an ad: Please limit
each ad to 45 words. Due to many
requests, we will attempt to keep a
list of ads that will run every issue.
However, there is no guarantee that
an ad won’t be missed because of
our changes in staff. If you want to
be on the list, make a request to “run
until canceled.” It is best to resubmit
ads for each issue. Next deadline:
December 6, 2020.
Classified Ads are free to SSA
members. Membership is $20 per
year. The online SSA membership
application is at www.southskyline.
org. Email ads to: skylineseditor@
yahoo.com
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Las Cumbres Holiday Bizarre Bazaar
BY VICKI PERKINS
We are happy to welcome the South Skyline community
to our annual Las Cumbres Holiday Bazaar, with local
artisans and wine – this year as a virtual event, November
5th – 30th, 2020. The Bazaar benefits South Skyline
Firefighters and the South Skyline Fire Safe Council, two
volunteer-based organizations which are so important
to all of us in the Santa Cruz Mountains. Please support
local vendors who are donating a portion of their
proceeds to our local South Skyline emergency services
organizations. You can find the Bazaar on our website
www.LasCumbresHolidayBazaar.org .
If you are a local vendor with a web-based store and
would like to participate, please send an email to bazaar@
lascumbres.org by October 26, 2020 with your contact
information and a link to your website. Thank you!

Skylines Ads and News Articles

The deadline for submitting ads and articles for the next issue is December 6, 2020
Skylines is published once a quarter: January/April/July/October
Skylines invites individuals to submit articles and artwork.
Policy on Classified Ads: See page 15.
Send all ads and articles to: SkylinesEditor@yahoo.com
We reserve the right to edit all submissions. We assume no responsibility for omissions, incorrect information or personal opinions.
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