JULY 2021

SSA General Meeting and Annual Potluck
Summer Picnic is Back!
Ember Resistant Landscaping and
Land Management in the WUI
A PRESENTATION BY
NIKKI HANSON, PLANT ECOLOGIST AND
LANDSCAPE SPECIALIST
With increasing drought and fire risk, gardening and land
management in the wildland urban interface (WUI) can seem
daunting. Nikki, a third-generation mountain resident, will address
some key concepts to consider when tackling this hot topic. We
will have lots of time for questions as we break down the pieces to
creating a landscape that is beautiful, resilient, and habitat friendly.
Nikki brings a breadth of experience to her landscaping and land
management approach. With 17 years working in native plant
nurseries, and a dozen+ years working as an educator in various
capacities, she hopes to help home gardeners and rural residents be
more equipped to foster a fire resilient landscape. Prior to starting
her new business, California Sisters Landscapes (cal-sisters.com),
she had a variety of roles at the local non-profit Grassroots Ecology,
including Environmental Educator and Nursery Manager. Nikki has
a B.S. in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology from UC Santa Cruz.
She has experience in plant science, including her own graduate
research on native milkweed production at the University of Idaho.
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Directions to Jaqua Ranch
The SSA Meeting will take place at Ami Jaqua’s
ranch on Langley Hill Road.
• From Highway 84, drive south on Skyline Blvd.
4.5 miles.
• From Page Mill Rd. drive north on Skyline Blvd.
3 miles.
• Turn west at Rapley Ranch Road which is across
from Thomas Fogarty Winery.
• Follow “SSA Meeting” signs.
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What the SSA is Doing…
BY PATTI BEGLEY, SSA BOARD MEMBER
It has been such a long time since we have been able to
gather together as a community and the SSA board is
looking forward to resuming our annual general meeting/
summer picnic in August. (Please see the details on
page 1.)
The South Skyline Association has been hosting summer
picnics since 1969. The summer picnics have moved
around to different residences such as the Fisse Pond,
Yerba Buena Nursery, Guy Lalonde and Rosemary
Broome’s, and other folks’ back yards. In 1999 Ami and
Dick Jaqua started hosting the summer picnic at their
ranch at the end of the Langley Hill Rd. Since then, almost
every summer meeting has been held at the Jaqua Ranch
and we are so pleased that we have been invited by Ami
Jaqua to hold this event at her ranch again this year.
The activities have varied over the years, but they are
always kicked off with potluck meals over-flowing Ami’s
dining room table with delicious entrées, salads and
desserts which are enjoyed on the shaded patio. This is a
time to learn something new from our local guest speaker,
visit with old friends and meet new neighbors, or maybe
take a stroll down to the beautiful pond.
All South Skyline residents are invited. We ask that pets be
left at home but bring the rest of the family and celebrate
the end to social distancing!
Here are some photos of past summers.

SPUG Quarterly Report
Month/Year

Amerigas

FerrellGas

Kamps

Suburban/SV

June 2021

2.750

2.517

2.700

3.200

May 2021

2.750

2.608

2.700

3.300

April 2021

2.750

2.870

2.980

3.340

March 2021

2.750

3.142

2.980

3.340

February 2021

2.750

3.060

3.080

3.250

January 2021

2.750

3.120

2.950

3.150

December 2020

2.750

2.930

2.850

2.750

November 2020

2.750

2.650

2.545

2.750

October 2020

2.750

2.420

2.250

2.430

September 2020

2.750

2.321

2.250

2.430

August 2020

2.750

2.321

2.250

2.430

July 2020

2.750

2.352

2.250

2.430

June 2020

2.750

2.390

2.250

2.430

Skyline Propane Users Group (SPUG) was formed to
benefit SSA members. For information about joining, or for
members wishing current information on the agreement
go to our website: www.SouthSkyline.org/spug/. If you
have questions, please email propane@southskyline.org .
SSA has agreements with Amerigas, FerrellGas, Kamps,
and Suburban Propane Scotts Valley. The open market
price is more than $1.00/gallon higher than the SPUG
price. Please note: Prices are subject to change as
frequently as wholesale prices change. The prices SSA
posts are for the first of the month. Our SPUG rate is
based on a keep-full basis, not will-call service.
You are not required to pay sales tax on propane if you
do not have natural gas available where you use propane.
If you get your propane from Amerigas, you will need to
submit a sales tax exemption form. Contact Amerigas for
the form.
Membership dues were due in January. Those whose
SSA membership has lapsed can be disqualified by our
propane providers from receiving the benefit of the SPUG
price. Membership can be renewed at http://SouthSkyline.
org/membership/. If paying by check use the Membership
Application on the website and in this issue of Skylines.
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SSA Membership Report – July 2021
BY DEBRA BORN, MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE CHAIR

SSA Membership Remains Strong
Although we’ve not put Covid-19 completely behind us and
many are still recovering from the hardships of the past
year, as an organization we have managed to stay strong
and offer our programs to our South Skyline community.
Our membership count is about the same as last year, and
we continue to offer our SPUG propane discount program,
our grant program, our quarterly newsletter Skylines, and
our popular quarterly meeting speakers and events in spite
of them being virtual.
This time of the year membership renewals are as a rule
behind us, although there are some who forgot to renew.
It’s never too late to renew for 2021, however we do not
prorate our dues. So, if you renew now, you’ll need to
renew again in January 2022. Most people have managed
to learn to renew online by now, although we still have
occasional details that can confuse users; and for this we
apologize. For the most part people find it easy needing
only to know the email address used when you first joined.
If you are finding it difficult to renew online, please do
not hesitate to contact the membership committee at
membership@southskyline.org for assistance.

As always, we accept new members regardless of where
they live, whether in our boundaries or not. “Regular”
members are those within our boundaries (boundaries
are found on our website on the “About Us” page) and can
serve on the South Skyline Association board and vote in
general elections. Other than that, all other benefits extend
to all members. So please extend a welcome to join to any
new neighbors or friends who may be interested.
Enjoy the summer weather, pray for rain, and plan to attend
our August 8th General Meeting, which will be our first
post-Covid in-person meeting.
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“The South Skyline Story”

A fascinating biography of our scenic Skyline region.
“This book introduces the various
waves of people who left the comfort
of the ‘flatlands’ to succumb to the
lore of the mountain, explains why
they came, and the legacies they left
behind.” ~JANET SCHWIND, AUTHOR,
SKYLINE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Upon opening the book, you will
follow the paths of the native Ohlone
peoples; experience the rugged
life in the logging camps, mills and
ranches. Learn how the crude trails,
dusty ranch and private roads of
the ridge properties through four
different counties were connected
by the building of the boulevard, in
spite of the daunting impediments
of politics and financial difficulties.

Moving at a lively pace the book
covers the various activities of
timber harvesting, the search for
oil, recreation, and agriculture,
followed later by the development
of communes, communities and
organizations. It will provide great
insight into the history of the area we
call “home”.
Get your copy by contacting Skyline
History President Chuck Schoppe,
email: chuck_sch@hotmail.com or
phone: 408-867-9229. Your cost:
$24.95 plus tax ($2.25) plus $8.55
shipping priority mail, for a total of
$35.75. This book would make a
great addition to the library of anyone
who loves our Skyline area.

A reader’s comments:
“I’ve already pored over the book
(couldn’t wait). It’s simply wonderful…
comprehensive, logically laid out,
a pleasure for the eyes, just full
of interesting stories. It is simply
splendid!” ~JOHN HARRIMAN,
LAS CUMBRES RESIDENT AND
LOCAL REALTOR

SOUTH SKYLINE ASSOCIATION		
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South Skyline Fire & Rescue News
BY ANDY SEIGEL, CAPTAIN, SSF&R

Incidents

Projects

Recruiting for 2022

We’ve had a busy quarter, including
7 fires in Big Basin Redwoods State
Park. These were small ground fires,
able to be contained without needing
augmented resources. Let me try to
summarize what’s happening. These
fires are well within the confines of
the CZU complex fire, deep inside the
park, far from homes. Since January,
there have been very few flare-ups
near homes or the fire perimeter as
the mop-up target during the CZU
complex fire was 1000 feet from
these locations.

Two projects have been front and
center this quarter.

Over the last 5 or 6 years, the
volunteer academy has gravitated
towards a full Firefighter 1 academy.
On the plus side, the quality and
depth of candidates that come out
of it is outstanding, and it’s great for
those looking for a career in the fire
service. On the downside, the time
commitment scares off many wouldbe volunteers. Next year will bring
some changes. We are discussing a
way to roll the clock back and cut the
time investment for a new volunteer
by 40%. We’re hopeful this would
make it more attractive for local folks.

Deeper in the back country, it’s a
different story. The CZU fire moved
through Big Basin so fast that there
are areas that just petered out,
leaving smoldering remnants in the
very thick ground fuels and root
systems. Ideally, a normal amount of
precipitation would put it out 100%.
As we all know, we did not have
normal rain this season. By now, the
moisture we did get has dried out, so
when it’s windy, those smoldering bits
get fanned and can flare up, initiating
free burning in the unburned or
partially burned fuel nearby.
State Parks patrols the interior of the
park, and when they find something,
they request assistance if it’s bigger
than they can handle with a small
crew. Cal Fire has been monitoring
the wildfire cameras, and periodically
runs infrared flights to map hot spots.
That is an ongoing effort.

The first is a modification to our
water tender, adding a 2 ½ inch
discharge to the passenger side.
This allows us more flexibility when
providing water at an incident. The
discharge isn’t exciting to look at,
but the pump panel shown here has
a new gauge and a controller for an
Akron electrically operated valve.

We are actively recruiting for the
2022 academy. There’s information
on our website about the program
under the Join Us tab. We’re happy
to answer any questions; email us at
interest@southskylinefire.org to get
the ball rolling.
Visit us at http://southskylinefire.org .

The second project, in the works
for 1.5 years, is the addition of an
“apparatus shelter” at Station 29.
We need a home for E2936 half the
year. We don’t like to keep these
investments outdoors. As well, the
canopy we had for Utility 2991 kept
losing out to the wind. This is a
cooperative project, funded about
80/20 between Santa Cruz County
Fire and South Skyline Fire & Rescue.
It’s a work in progress, but we hope to
have it substantially complete before
the next edition.
We are very grateful for the financial
support we get from the South
Skyline community which helps us
fund these projects.
A shout-out to our neighbor Mike
Tippets, who helped us unload a
delivery using his skid steer as a
forklift! Thanks Mike!
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Spring Chipping Program Huge Success
BY JOHN DELONG, SSFSC
The Spring, 2021 chipping program was the biggest
ever. 83 homes, which accounts for about 20% of all
the properties within our boundaries, participated in our
chipping program. It took a full 9 days to handle all those
piles, and some were so large we had to stop after the
maximum 1-hour free allotment.
The fact that 1 in 5 of your neighbors took advantage of
this program shows that many of us are doing our share
to assure that our defensible space is properly done, and
our homes are better protected against the ravages of
wildfires. Kudos to all of you and remember to sign up for
the fall chipping program. Applications will open again
on September 1. Go to www.southskylinefiresafe.org for
more information.

Funding for our chipping program
is provided partially from grants
by the South Skyline Association
and other FireSafe councils; but
mostly from generous donations from the homeowners
who participated. Donations are always welcome, are tax
deductible, and may be given on our website shown in the
above paragraph.
And remember that our volunteers can visit your property
for a free Home Advisory assessment of your defensible
space and to offer suggestions for hardening your home
against embers. For homes within our boundaries only
(boundary maps on our website), send a request to
homeadvisory.ssfsc@gmail.com .

Charcoal Road Fire
BY JOHN DELONG, SSFSC
At 6:00 PM on June 1, 2021, neighbors notified authorities
of smoke rising from Stevens Canyon. Rangers from
MROSD were dispatched and discovered a small
vegetation fire alongside Charcoal Road within the
Saratoga Gap Open Space Preserve. With the help of
CalFire and Santa Clara County Fire crews, they were able
to quickly contain the fire at less than ¼ acre.

Because this shaded fuel break had effectively removed
ladder fuels, the fire that began on June 1 burned slowly
and was contained quickly. This proves the value of the
fuel reduction projects that your FireSafe councils are
always striving to complete. See the article by Debra Born
on page 6 about other current fuel reduction projects in
our community.

County Fire attributes the slow rate of spread to the
shaded fuel break that was done in this area starting in
2017 and which was completed in 2018. That project was
initially conceived by Dick Schwind, long-time member
of the South Skyline community, one of the founders of
the South Skyline Association and the founder and first
President of the South Skyline FireSafe Council (SSFSC).
Dick enlisted the support of Ed Orre, CalFire Santa Clara
Unit Forester and Division Chief, who in turn obtained
funding from Santa Clara County FireSafe Council
(SCCFSC). SCCFSC Project Manager Jim Young used
crews from CalFire SCU Vegetation Management, CalFire
CZU Ben Lomond Camp, California Conservation Corps,
MidPeninsula Regional Open Space District, and Santa
Clara County Parks. This project cleared 2.4 miles of
Charcoal Rd, from Skyline to Table Mountain, 100’ to 150’
wide and chipped all of the slash. It took 61 crew days and
41 chipping days to treat 34.79 acres. This included almost
5000 hours of crew and volunteer time.

South Skyline FireSafe Council

324 Skyline Blvd, La Honda, CA 94020
www.southskylinefiresafe.org
The Skyline Boulevard region in the counties of Santa Cruz, Santa Clara and San Mateo
SOUTH SKYLINE ASSOCIATION		
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Towards a Safer Skyline Boulevard
BY DEBRA BORN, SOUTH SKYLINE FIRESAFE COUNCIL
There’s nothing like a catastrophe to get people to pay
attention to a problem. Most SSA members were directly
affected in one way or another by last summer’s CZU fire
and aware of the potential for re-kindled fires from within
the CZU burn area. However, we were fortunate the fire did
not reach Skyline Boulevard where it could have prevented
residents’ safe egress or emergency personnel access.
And we are fortunate local government entities including
our local CalFire unit now recognize the importance of
CA Highway 35 aka Skyline Boulevard as an emergency
escape route for residents and visitors in the South Skyline
area and its potential as a fire control line. The overgrown
vegetation lining Skyline is a problem we’ve long
recognized, and has become a point of focus for our local
CalFire Unit staff, County officials, and FireSafe Councils.
This winter our local CZU CalFire unit began to support
an initiative proposed by members of our South Skyline
FireSafe Council to reduce hazardous vegetation along
CA 35 Skyline Blvd. as its highest priority project.
Consequently, CalFire hosted a series of meetings
between FireSafe Council representatives from the three
counties (San Mateo, Santa Clara, and Santa Cruz) through
which the highway passes and CalTrans. Other agencies
with large land holdings along the highway, including
the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District, the San
Francisco Water District, and SMC Supervisor Don Horsely
also participated in these meetings.
The purpose of the meetings was to collaborate on a
fuel reduction plan along Skyline to occur within the next
2-4 years. The scope of the planning area was the entire
length of Skyline extending from its intersection with CA
92 to the north all the way south to CA 17 and beyond for
over 40 miles of roadway. The plan is to create a Shaded
Fuel Break by limbing up trees, removing dead or smalldiameter trees and other hazardous understory brush,
such as invasive broom and highly flammable non-natives
within the CalTrans right of way.
Unlike the South Skyline FireSafe Council whose area
extends to all three Counties, County FireSafe Councils
can only work or seek funding on roads within their own
boundaries. Consequently, county FireSafe Councils, when
seeking project funding through the highly competitive
state grant programs, often are competing with one
another. The goal of this collaboration of counties, CalFire,
and other public agencies is to highlight to the state the
importance of this highway to the entire San Francisco
Peninsula and to achieve funding for its entirety instead of
the usual piecemeal and uncoordinated approach.
Work on each of these current and future projects within
Skyline’s right of way extends approximately 50 feet from
each side of the centerline of Skyline Blvd. (This is unlike
the work recently completed from Black Road southward
because the right of way there is much less.) However,

specific geographical limitations and other physical
improvements may reduce the width of the treatment
area. Prior to work, biological and botanical surveys will
be conducted to avoid impact to animal nests or native
plants. Archeological surveys may also be conducted.
Traffic within the sections treated will be controlled with
flaggers and limited to a single lane during working hours.
Multiple contractors will be performing the work. Notices
to residents along treated stretches and to motorists will
occur ahead of each project.

Recently Completed Projects And
Current Efforts
FireSafe San Mateo County:
• Recently submitted multiple grant applications for state
and county funding for projects beginning at CA 92 and
extending to the county line near or below Page Mill/
Alpine Roads. If funding is awarded planning and work
on sections of the highway within San Mateo County will
begin immediately.
• Recently obtained funding from PG&E to reduce fuel
along Skyline starting at Old La Honda Road and
extending north to CA 84. That work is expected to start
in early July and take approximately two weeks.
Santa Clara County FireSafe Council:
• Recently completed fuel reduction along Black Road to
Highway 17.
• Completed in 2020 fuel reduction along Skyline between
Black and Bear Creek Roads.
• Have scheduled for late this Summer/early Fall to
treat the highway starting at Skyline Ridge Open Space
Preserve and go north towards Page Mill and beyond, as
funds allow.
• Applied for state and county funding to treat remaining
sections within their county.
• Recently received two grants to work on multiple
agencies’ lands for protection of the Los Gatos Creek
Watershed. Some of this work will occur along Skyline at
Long Ridge Open Space and Sanborn County Park.
South Skyline FireSafe Council:
• Continuously works within all three counties and
collaborates with their FireSafe Councils.
• Recently obtained a grant from PG&E to maintain its
2014 shaded fuel break work along Skyline starting at
Black Road and continuing to Castle Rock State Park
or beyond, as funds allow. Work is scheduled to begin
June 15 and last approximately two weeks. This project
is in collaboration with CalTrans and Santa Clara County
FireSafe Council.
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Thank You From La Honda Fire
BY PAT O’COFFEY

La Honda Fire Brigade THANKS YOU
Thanks to your generosity and to Coastside Gives, we met
our goal and there will be a Type 5 Wildland Fire Engine at
the La Honda Fire Brigade!
We can now start the build process. Our firefighters will
be designing the truck to ensure that it meets our special
terrain and firefighting requirements. Look for the new
truck in 2022. This would not be possible without the
incredible support of our served communities and beyond.
On behalf of the La Honda Fire Brigade Board of Directors,
Chiefs Long and Delay, and our firefighters THANK YOU!
As COVID restrictions are lifted, please join us in our
normal fun events. Additional details will be posted on our
website: www.lahondafire.org

• September 11 and 12: La Honda Faire – great music
• September 18: Flea Market
• October 17: Pancake Breakfast and Pumpkin Patch –
our famous pumpkin pancakes and cinnamon rolls
• December 5: Holiday Faire – perfect for holiday
shopping
• March/April: Cioppino Dinner and Dance – a fantastic
night of great food and FUN
Hope to see you there!

New Digipeater for Santa Cruz Mountain Communities
BY LISA SHORT CHUPITY W6LSC
PIO for SC4ARC/ARES
The SC4ARC/ARES organization(SC4
Amateur Radio Club/Amateur Radio
Emergency Service) has installed a
new digipeater on Butano Ridge above
Canyon Road near Pescadero. A
digipeater is a packet (digital comms
broken into short “bursts”) radio
station used to retransmit signals
that are speciﬁcally addressed to be
retransmitted by that station. This
digipeater serves the communities of

South Skyline, La Honda, Pescadero,
Butano Park, Loma Mar, Dearborn
Park, Whitehouse Canyon and the La
Honda Volunteer Fire Brigade. This is
essential for passing welfare traﬃc,
shelter ops traﬃc, large ﬁles, etc., via
email over amateur radio. This is done
through a Winlink station. There’s a
Winlink station on Castanea Ridge.

Half Moon Bay. Kings Mountain has
changed frequency on their digipeater
to coordinate with Half Moon Bay’s
digipeater and SC4ARC’s Winlink
gateway. Between these digipeaters
and Winlink gateways, this gives Bay
Area Red Cross access to Winlink
and Coastside Emergency Operations
Center in Half Moon Bay.

In addition to the new digipeater,
there is now a Winlink station in

towards a safer skyline boulevard continuation

What You Can Do
• Recognize the importance of reducing hazardous
vegetation along Skyline and be patient with traffic
control. Remember these projects make the entire
Skyline area community and its visitors safer.
• Donate what you can to your local FireSafe Council
specifically earmarked for work on Skyline to extend
treatment beyond what government funds otherwise
will cover.
• Express your appreciation and give encouragement to
your county supervisors, CalFire staff, or FireSafe Council
Board members for funding, initiating, and supporting
this very important initiative.

Best practices for
fuel reduction work
Mowing, disking, weed whacking, masticating should
not be conducted when weather parameters reach
the following:
RH – Relative Humidity less than 25%
Temp – Temp greater than 85 deg
Wind – Wind greater than 5 mph

SOUTH SKYLINE ASSOCIATION		
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Take A Hike… Sam McDonald Park
BY KIM BORICK
Redwood forest hikes are beautiful
in all seasons but particularly special
on a summer’s day. Sam McDonald
County Park features a number of
trails under the trees, striking views
from the ridge and so much more.
One favorite hike among locals is the
Towne Ridge – Heritage Trail “loop”
that begins at Heritage Grove on
Alpine Road outside of La Honda. Be
sure to pack your map if you don’t
want to miss some of the additional
detours available on this route.
This section offers alternate access
into the park. It was added in the
1970s following the efforts of a local
citizen’s group to protect heritage
trees from logging. It features BIG
TREES and a small parking lot (free)
with some additional but limited
roadside parking. After crossing the
bridge, first time visitors and admirers
of Sequoia sempervirens will turn right
for a brief out-and-back walk among
the silent grove of giants found here.
Returning to the main trail with
a lingering sense of awe, your
hike begins winding uphill on the
HERITAGE GROVE TRAIL. Shortly
you’ll come to a junction; take the left
fork where signage directs you to the
HIKER’S HUT/TOWNE FIRE ROAD. As
you follow this trail uphill to the ridge
(1 mile/500’ elevation gain) you’ll
transition from the redwood forest

into the dappled sunlight of tanoak
and buckeye trees. At the top, the trail
suddenly emerges from the forest
onto the open grassland along Towne
Ridge.
From here you will turn right along the
TOWNE FIRE ROAD to continue your
loop hike – unless you are taking the
time to “see more with the detours.”
Options here add about a half a mile
into your hike, featuring glorious
view spots: one facing north towards
Mindego Hill and another facing
south towards Butano Ridge and the
Pescadero Creek watershed. To do
this, turn left onto the TOWNE FIRE
ROAD. Shortly you’ll reach a junction,
one leading left uphill for the north
view and the other leading right for the
south view. On the south side, one can
see where the CZU fires last August
spilled over Butano Ridge. Just below
here, the TOWNE FIRE ROAD and
sections of Pescadero Creek County
Park are temporarily closed to public
access; for the time being one cannot
use these trails to connect with any of
the other parks as we have in the past.
To resume your “loop route,” return to
the TOWNE FIRE ROAD junction and
proceed west along the top of the
ridge. The walk is pleasant, much of it
shaded, with little change in elevation.
Depending on the time of day, watch
for wildlife at the forest edges; deer,

bobcats, owls and more are often
spotted. About a mile later you’ll reach
the driveway for the Jack Brook Horse
Camp, a favorite summer campground
among horse lovers since 1976 when
Pete Towne (old timers will recall
Towne Ford in Redwood City) sold
the property to the County, and it was
added into Sam McDonald Park. When
the camp season has ended, this
former homestead site is a nice place
to break for snack or lunch.
Below the Horse Camp, the Towne Fire
Road abruptly returns to the redwoods
as you head downhill. Watch for the
BIG TREES/HERITAGE trail signage
and turn right. This section of trail
features many huge stumps and
logs; visual reminders of the former
forest and logging that occurred here
between 1860 to the early 1900s.
The two-mile walk back to Heritage
Grove is pleasant, with gradual drop
in elevation along a single track and
shaded trail. Turn left (downhill) at
the junction for the short walk to the
parking lot.
This hike can also be done in the
reverse direction, starting from the
Sam McDonald County Park main
parking lot on Pescadero Creek Road.
Happy Trails!
Kim Borick
Wednesday Walkers
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Deerweed Helps Get Recovery Started
BY SARAH SCHOEN
Deerweed could be one of the most interesting plants
you might not notice. Also known as California broom
(Acmispon glaber var. glaber formerly Lotus scoparius var.
scoparius), deerweed is a perennial subshrub 1 to 4’ tall
with a woody base and flexible stems. It grows in sunny
locations in chaparral and disturbed areas, such as along
roads or after a fire.
The woody base stems are reddish brown. The flexible
stems above are green and slightly branched. They usually
grow upright or angle up above the ground but can also
be prostrate in plants growing along the coast. Alternate
leaves are small and pinnate, divided into 3 to 6 elliptic
leaflets. Below ground, deerweed has a shallow, branched
taproot system.
Flowers are classic for this member of the Pea Family,
Fabaceae. They have a banner petal at the top, 2 side
wings, and 2 petals fused into a keel at
the base. Each flower has 10 stamens
and 1 pistil. They bloom from May to
August in groups of 2 to 7 along the
top length of the stems. The ¼” flowers
start bright yellow, then after pollination
turn orange or red. Fruits are curved
pods typically with 2 round, green or
brown seeds. At maturation, the pods
split open. Seeds are dormant and longlived in the soil.
Many insects and other animals are
attracted to deerweed. The flowers are
pollinated by a number of kinds of bees who quickly learn
that the yellow, unpollinated flowers are the ones with all
the nectar and pollen. The subshrubs are also one of the
larval host plants for a number of butterflies, including the
Acmon blue (Icaricia acmon), silvery blue (Glaucopsyche
lygdamus), and green hairstreak (Callophyrs sp). And as

the name implies,
deer will browse
the foliage.
Drought tolerant,
deerweed drops
many or all of
its leaves in late
summer. The green
stems continue
photosynthesis for
a while, before turning orange and becoming dormant.
Deerweed is a fire follower, being most common 2 to 4
years after a blaze. Although the adult plant does not
survive, the hot fire can crack the seeds’ thick outer
coating, allowing germination. Fire is not required for
germination, but it helps. A
pioneer species, deerweed
can dominate a burn area
temporarily. Like many peas,
the roots contain nodules
filled with nitrogen-fixing
bacteria, producing fertilizer
from nitrogen in the air.
This is an advantage in
the reduced
nitrogen soils
common
after fire. The
nitrogen not
only benefits
deerweed,
but
eventually
other plants
that arrive
later in succession and recovery. Deerweed itself
typically lives 5 to 10 years.
Ohlones used deerweed medicinally and in
construction. The foliage was decocted into a
cough remedy. The foliage was also used as
thatch material on buildings.
Deerweed is found in California below 5000’ south
from Humboldt and Plumas Counties and into
Baja California. It is not a very showy plant. Before
researching this article, I knew deerweed grew
in my neighborhood, here and there and mostly
along the main roads. Now I see it and appreciate
it so much more.
Top: Deerweed Flowers Closeup; Middle (L-R): Green
Sweat Bee on Deerweed, Green Hairstreak Not
on Deerweed, Acmon Blue on Deerweed; Bottom:
Deerweed full view. All photos are by David Schoen
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SSASouth
Membership
Application
and Renewal
Skyline Association
Membership
ApplicationForm
and Renewal Form
First Time Applying? Yes

No

(circle one)

Today’s Date:________________

Contact Information
Name(s)
Mailing Address
City ST ZIP Code
Physical Property Address
City ST Zip Code
Home and Mobile Phone(s)
E-Mail Address(es) (required)
Propane Supplier -SPUG Program
If you wish to participate in the SPUG program, first verify your preferred propane provider will honor the SSA SPUG
rate at your address. SSA does not guarantee out of boundary members will receive the SSA SPUG rate. After
receipt of your application and payment, we contact the provider directly to inform them of your membership status.
___ Amerigas
___ Kamps
___ FerrellGas

___ Suburban Scotts Valley

Volunteer Interests
SSA always needs additional volunteers. Please consider volunteering and in which areas you are interested.
___ Board Member
___ Events Planning and Setup
___ Website Maintenance
___ Skylines Newsletter Production and Deliveries
___ Legal Advice
___ Member Communication and Database
___ Adopt-a-Highway Program
Special Skills or Qualifications
Summarize special skills and qualifications which you feel may be useful to our association.

Our Policies
All contact information is kept confidential. Dues are payable in January of each year and are not prorated if paid
later in the year. Members must be at least 18 years of age to participate. Anyone is eligible to join regardless of
property address. Members who live within the SSA boundaries are considered regular are eligible to serve on the
Board, vote at general meetings, and receive a paper copy of Skylines. All members receive an electronic copy
Skylines newsletter. If you are outside the SSA boundaries and must have a hardcopy, check here. (___)
Please also consider joining or renewing online at southskyline.org.
Signature ___________________________________________________________________________________
Enclose this application with your $20.00 check payable to “South Skyline Association” and send to:
SSA Membership Committee
400 Skyline Boulevard
La Honda, CA 94020
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Classified Ads
Community
FREE FIRE FITTING FOR THOSE IN
THE SOUTH SKYLINE FIRE & RESCUE
PRIMARY RESPONSE AREA.
This 2 ½ inch fitting will allow the
connection of a fire hose to your water
supply and can be utilized by the
fire department to access the water
necessary for fire suppression. Blue
reflectors are also available. Please visit
http://southskylinefire.org/ for more
information in the “Help us help you”
section.
SC4 AMATEUR RADIO CLUB welcomes
those interested in amateur radio
for emergency communications and
neighborly talk. License is free. Simple
exam: No Morse code. We offer classes.
Visit www.sc4arc.org or write: SC4ARC,
PO Box 237, La Honda, CA 94020

Service
BARBARA & JOHN HARRIMAN
MOUNTAIN REALTORS
Residents here for 23 years.
We LOVE the mountains!
John 408-332-4780
Barbara 408-656-8209
You set the pace. We make it easy.
Now with Sereno Group
John.Harriman@serenogroup.com
Barbara.Harriman@serenogroup.com
Check out our Testimonials
www.TheHarrimanTeam.com
COLE AND RIESE REAL ESTATE GROUP
#1 TEAM LOS GATOS ~
2019 SALES OF $84 MILLION
Nancy Cole, Jill Cole and Michael Riese.
Contact us today to understand how to
maximize the sale price of your home.
Visit us online at www.Cole-Riese.com
info@cole-riese.com | 408-219-3416
C.STILLE EXCAVATION
On the mountain serving South Skyline
Rd / Summit Rd areas for over 30 years.
We offer Quarry Supply, Hauling, Paving
and most forms of Excavation including
defensible space for fire and slide debris
removal. You can reach us at
408-781-2731 or get more info through:
www.ifyoucandreamitwecandigit.com

DAVE WARTER MORTGAGE ADVISOR
831-419-7604 bayareamortgages.com .
I am passionate about creating a better
loan process, serving happy clients,
and building a foundation for financial
success. This allows me to provide my
clients with competitive rates, tailored
financing solutions, and an efficient loan
process focused on communication. Call
or email me for a free consultation.
david.warter@myccmortgage.com
DOG DAYS AWARD WINNING
DOG TRAINING GROUP CLASSESMonday evenings in Portola Valley/
Ladera. GIFT CERTIFICATES–great for
any dog owner! Please call 650-851-5500
(Best) or Email: Dog.days@comcast.net
HUNNER ASSOCIATES GENERAL
CONTRACTORS Local family owned
and operated general construction and
project management firm specializing
in new and remodel residential projects
in the San Francisco Mid-Peninsula
area. Licensed since 1979, visit our
website to learn more:
www.hunnerassociates.com or connect
by email: info@hunnerassociates.com
LEARNING STRATEGIES
One-on-one tutoring in your home or by
Zoom by qualified educators. K-12, all
subject areas including test prep ISEE,
HSPT, SSAT & SAT. Also homeschooling
for families and social pods. Contact
Learning Strategies,
www.creative-learning-strategies.com or
email victoriaskinner@creative-learningstrategies.com or call 650-747-9651 for a
free phone consultation.
PINEDA TREE SERVICE INC.
A local and reliable business that
specializes in Crown thinning & cleaning,
Hazardous tree removal, poison oak
removal, and property cleanup, 24/7
emergency. Free estimate. Insured and
bonded. CSL#991767 650-208-2734
Email: PinedatreeserviceInc@gmail.com
PORTOLA VALLEY FARMERS’ MARKET
Every Thursday, year-round 2-6pm (2-5pm
winter) Weekly farmers’ market brings
local fruits & veggies, eggs, meat, fish,
bakery & specialty foods, crafts and
ready-to-eats. 765 Portola Road, PV
at town center in front of the Historic
Schoolhouse.

RESIDENTIAL DESIGN: Country and
urban custom houses, remodel and
additions. 20+ years experience in
California. See some of my work at:
http://www.TSVresidential.com
Taruno S. Vega 650-747-0654
taruno@coastside.net
RUSSIAN RIDGE WINERY
919 Washington Street, San Carlos.
Award winning wines, many Santa Cruz
Mountains varietals. Tasting room opens
Fridays 5-9 pm and Saturdays/Sundays
12-5 pm.
SOLAR CONSULTATION
For a free, no obligation solar consultation
from your mountain neighbor, please
contact David Morgan
dmorgan@simplysolarcalifornia.com
(408) 348-5781. Simply Solar is a local
Northern California company installing
North American made panels.
SKYLINE BROADBAND SERVICE
Offering high-speed wireless Internet with
speeds up to 50 Mbps in much of our
500-square-mile coverage area.
http://SkylineBroadbandService.com
phone: 650-712-5900
SKYLINE YOGA – All Ages, Shapes, Sizes
and Levels Welcome! Virtual Classes
with Patricia Becker ~ Sundays 10am,
Thursdays 12pm. Access class info & link
at www.yourhealthandjoy.com
650-851-7468 or
patricia@yourhealthandjoy.com

When placing an ad: Please limit
each ad to 45 words. Due to many
requests, we will attempt to keep a
list of ads that will run every issue.
However, there is no guarantee that
an ad won’t be missed because of
our changes in staff. If you want to
be on the list, make a request to “run
until canceled.” It is best to resubmit
ads for each issue. Next deadline:
September 12, 2021.
Classified Ads are free for SSA
members. Membership is $20 per
year. The online SSA membership
application is at www.southskyline.
org. Email ads to:
skylineseditor@yahoo.com
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SOUTH SKYLINE ASSOCIATION
400 Skyline Blvd.
La Honda, CA 94020

SSA Calendar 2021
Monthly SSA
Board Meetings
7:00pm

Current SSA Board Members
Dave Anderson

Highway 9 – Santa Cruz County

Website, Public Safety

Patti Begley

Highway 9 – Santa Cruz County

Communications, Website Committee

Barbara Bekins

Highway 35 – Rocky Creek

Treasurer, Public Safety/Water, Website
Committee

Debra Born

Alpine Road

Membership Chair, SSSFC, Web Committee

Evan Dellor

Portola Heights

President

August – no meeting
September 9
October 14

Louise ElNagger

Highway 35 – North of Hwy 9

Gary Gechlik

Highway 35 – North of Hwy 9

Rich Lee

Portola Heights

Vice-President, SSEPO, Chief Fun Officer

Jerry Parsons

Las Cumbres

SSEPO

For further updates contact
Evan Dellor:
president@southskyline.org

Susan Stucky

Portola Heights

Grant Administrator

Board positions are available.

Contact Evan Dellor if interested — president@ southskyline.org

Skylines Ads and News Articles

The deadline for submitting ads and articles for the next issue is September 12, 2021
Skylines is published once a quarter: January/April/July/October
Skylines invites individuals to submit articles and artwork.
Policy on Classified Ads: Limit ads to 45 words. Free for SSA members.
Send all ads and articles to: SkylinesEditor@yahoo.com
We reserve the right to edit all submissions. We assume no responsibility for omissions, incorrect information or personal opinions.
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