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Bear Stories of the 
Santa Cruz Mountains 
A PRESENTATION BY  
LISA ROBINSON, PRESIDENT 
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OF THE SAN LORENZO VALLEY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

SSA General Meeting–
Live and Zoom

Lisa Robinson, a resident of Boulder 
Creek, volunteers as a curator and is 
President on the board of directors 
for the San Lorenzo Valley Historical 
Society that operates the San Lorenzo 
Valley Museum. She is also the 
editor of the book Redwood Logging 
and Conservation in the Santa Cruz 
Mountains: A Split History and the 
author of The San Lorenzo Valley, 
Arcadia Publishing. She writes 
regularly for the Santa Cruz Mountain 
Bulletin and SLV Post newspapers.

Lisa was the curator for the museum’s 
exhibition, “Bear with Us–Bear Stories 
of the Santa Cruz Mountains.” Packed 
with historical articles, drawings, and 
items meant to show the gargantuan 

size of the creatures, the exhibition 
relates the history of the California 
grizzly bears that were once prolific to 
the area, as well as black bears.

Though many books cite that the last 
grizzly bear in the area was killed in 
1885, there are multiple accounts 

that say grizzlies were seen in the 
decade after. Lisa will share some 
stories about grizzly and black bears, 
and what led to their extinction in the 
Santa Cruz mountains.

There will be time for questions  
and answers.

Friday, April 29, 2022 
 TIME  7:00 pm – Refreshments 
  7:30 pm – Featured Presentation

 PLACE  Saratoga Summit Fire Station 
  21900 Skyline Blvd. 

 DIRECTIONS  Located on the west side of Skyline Blvd. 
approximately .6 of a mile north of the 
intersection of Skyline Blvd. and Highway 9. 

  Note: Parking at the fire station is limited, and over-
flow will have to park along Highway 9. Be safe, use 
a flashlight.)

 PLEASE BRING A sweet or savory dessert to share.  
SSA will provide beverages.

 ALSO ON ZOOM  To join click on the link:  
  https://us05web.zoom.us/j/2767220593?pwd=ZUxT 
  cTF2S0F4WVVMNnJZOFdocWFodz09

(This link is also available on our website: southskyline.org )

http://www.southskyline.org
http://www.southskyline.org


2       SOUTH SKYLINE ASSOCIATION

SPUG News Regarding Ferrellgas and Amerigas
BY DAVE ANDERSON

Ferrellgas Changes
There are two significant changes in the 
Ferrellgas SPUG agreement. They have 
stated that effective Feb. 24, 2022, they 
will not offer the SPUG discount to any 
new “Associate Members.” Associate 
members are members outside the SSA area outlined in 
our bylaws and illustrated on the map on our “About” page 
on the website: southskyline.org/about/
Existing “Associate Members” will continue to enjoy SPUG 
discounts and longtime SPUG members who switch to 
Ferrellgas will also be eligible for the SPUG discount.
Additionally, due to the rising cost of fuel, Ferrellgas will 
now have to start including a delivery fee of $10.99 for 
all SPUG members. They are not going to charge the 
hazardous material fee, just the delivery/fuel surcharge.
This will become effective on March 15th. If things change 
in the future, they say that they can revisit removing these 
fees again.

Amerigas
For customers who 
are not receiving their 
SPUG discount from Amerigas, please contact Amerigas 
customer service directly by email.
Amerigas no longer has customer service telephones at 
local offices in our area. Calling their 800 number will route 
you to a call center where they know nothing of the SPUG 
agreement. 
You may reach out to the customer service reps who serve 
each of the offices at either: 
282-RoyalOaksCA@amerigas.com or  
270-SanJoseCA@amerigas.com , depending on which 
billing office handles your account.

Skyline Propane Users Group (SPUG) was formed to 
benefit SSA members. For information about joining, or for 
members wishing current information on the agreement 
go to our website: www.SouthSkyline.org/spug/. If you 
have questions, please email propane@southskyline.org . 

SSA has agreements with Amerigas, Ferrellgas, Kamps, 
and Suburban Propane Scotts Valley. The open market 
price is more than $1.00/gallon higher than the SPUG 
price. Please note: Prices are subject to change as 
frequently as wholesale prices change. The prices SSA 
posts are for the first of the month. Our SPUG rate is 
based on a keep-full basis, not will-call service.

You are not required to pay sales tax on propane if you 
do not have natural gas available where you use propane. 
If you get your propane from Amerigas, you will need to 
submit a sales tax exemption form. Contact Amerigas for 
the form.

Membership dues were due in January. Those whose 
SSA membership has lapsed can be disqualified by our 
propane providers from receiving the benefit of the SPUG 
price. Membership can be renewed at http://SouthSkyline.
org/membership/. If paying by check use the Membership 
Application on the website.

Month/Year Amerigas Ferrellgas Kamps Suburban/SV

March 2022 2.750 3.444 3.750 3.970

February 2022 2.750 3.412 3.750 3.970

January 2022 2.750 3.323 3.750 3.970

December 2021 2.750 3.406 3.700 3.970

November 2021 2.750 3.442 3.398 3.940

October 2021 2.750 3.143 3.147 3.200

September 2021 2.750 2.900 3.040 3.200

August 2021 2.750 2.754 2.920 3.200

July 2021 2.750 2.617 2.700 3.200

June 2021 2.750 2.517 2.700 3.200

May 2021 2.750 2.608 2.700 3.300

April 2021 2.750 2.870 2.980 3.340

March 2021 2.750 3.142 2.980 3.340

SPUG Quarterly Report

http://southskyline.org/about/
mailto:282-RoyalOaksCA%40amerigas.com?subject=
mailto:270-SanJoseCA%40amerigas.com?subject=
http://www.SouthSkyline.org/spug/
mailto:propane%40southskyline.org?subject=
http://www.SouthSkyline.org/membership/
http://www.SouthSkyline.org/membership/
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SSA Membership Report – April 2022
BY DEBRA BORN, MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE CHAIR

Spring Already? The Clock Keeps Ticking…
Winter sure went by fast; or did we even have a winter? 
Normally I rely on those damp, cold winter days to work 
on South Skyline Association renewals and other year-end 
tasks, but this year I found it very difficult to stay inside to 
do any inside work – it was such a beautiful winter. Let’s 
hope we see a little more bad weather before it gets too 
warm and dry so our lovely forests stay green and our 
water levels stay high
As part of the renewal season and sending out newsletters 
we receive questions about renewing or joining online or 
issues with our newsletters being returned or emails not 
being delivered. So, for our computer savvy members, I 
have made below a small checklist of things to note or do 
to ease the efforts of and time spent by our volunteers as 
well as our members.
Membership Enrollment/Renewal Checklist:
• Verify your online account email by going to www.

southskyline.org/membership and entering the email 
address you want us to use to send newsletters and 
notices. If we do not have that email address under 
your account, send us the correct one at membership@
southskyline.org. 

• Look for our quarterly newsletters to arrive by email. 
An online version of our Skylines is always available at 
southskyline.org/newsletters.

• Next time you renew by check be sure to remember the 
annual dues are now $20 and be sure to mail it to 400 
Skyline Blvd., La Honda, CA 94020.

• If you are paying online but do not want to pay using 
PayPal, be sure to look below the PayPal message to log 
in and click on the button that tells you to pay by credit 
card. The PayPal system we use makes it less obvious 
how to pay by credit card.

Having problems with Amerigas invoices?
Many of our members who participate in the SPUG 
program and use Amerigas are having issues with 
Amerigas invoices not reflecting the SPUG rate. When 
contacted, Amerigas asks for a community code, which we 
do not have. The issue arose when Amerigas closed their 
local San Jose office a year or more ago, and the national 
office is not yet familiar with our SPUG program. The 
solution has been to put these members into contact with 
a local Amerigas respresentative. There are two who can 
help you if you are having this problem and we urge you to 
contact them directly as South Skyline Association does 
not prepare their invoices or set their rates. 
You may reach out to the customer service reps who serve 
each of the offices at either:  
282-RoyalOaksCA@amerigas.com or  
270-SanJoseCA@amerigas.com, depending on which 
billing office handles your account. 

Majestic oaks welcome hikers at Los Trancos Open Space Preserve 

http://www.southskyline.org/membership
http://www.southskyline.org/membership
mailto:membership@southskyline.org
mailto:membership@southskyline.org
http://southskyline.org/newsletters
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South Skyline Emergency Preparedness 2022 
BY THOMAS HEMPEL 
PRESIDENT, SSEPO

First Annual Training this July! 
Our lovely piece of paradise on 
top of the mountains does pose 
some challenges when things go 
wrong. In contrast with the towns 
below, emergency response times 
are always long, and in a disaster 
when resources are overstretched 
to begin with, especially initially, 
we are very much on own. For 
22 years now the South Skyline 
Emergency Preparedness 
Organization, in collaboration with 
the fire departments and ARES/ham 
radio groups, has been helping our 
neighborhoods with the tools and 
training to be ready for big things–
earthquakes, fires, landslides–
and small things, especially the 
ubiquitous traffic accidents our 
increasing quantities of recreational 
visitors bring. As always, we make 
everything available on our website, 
ssepo.org, encourage training and 
drill at the neighborhood level, and 
organize large-scale area wide events, 
because unless we practice skills, we 
quickly forget them. 
We learned a lot from the CZU fire, 
and our drill last October, showed our 
basic models work well; but with a lot 
of room for improvement. For 2022 
we are focused on three questions: 
(1) Inclusivity: How to reach the 
whole community? (2) How do we 
scale up first aid/medical response 
capability? (3) How do we help 
neighborhoods communicate more 
effectively in an emergency? 
Are we reaching enough people? 
It’s a good question. On the one 
hand, we had an amazingly high 
turnout for our fall drills. In the 
area we could measure well, we 
got all but 3 neighborhoods to 
participate, and touched about 25% 
of the households. Obviously, we’d 
like to get every neighborhood to 
participate. On the other hand, there 
are a lot of houses along Skyline, Hwy 

9 and Alpine Rd., that are not part of 
any particular neighborhood. How 
do we engage them in our model? 
We’ve got a newly formed effort to 
do communications along Alpine 
Road that shows some promise. We 
also get donations from houses well 
outside our core area. How should we 
serve them? While homeowners tend 
to be well engaged, are we reaching 
enough of the more transient rental 
tenants, who may be less familiar 
with life up here? These are topics 
we are actively working on this year. 
Do you have ideas? Want to help? We 
really want to hear from you!
An obvious challenge up here is 
what happens when someone gets 
hurt. By the time 911 gets to us, an 
injured party can easily have died. 
What happens if you’re the first 
person at the scene of an accident? 
Or an earthquake has happened 
with injuries? What do you do until 
professional responders arrive? 
Besides our mobile medical trailer, 
one of our big objectives for this 
year is to encourage neighborhoods 
and households to maintain their 
own emergency medical supplies 
and have enough training to respond 
to immediate events, which we 
will support with neighborhood 
grants. Building on our successful 
event last year, we will inaugurate 
our First Annual SSEPO Training 
in person this July for folks from 
every neighborhood to learn and 
practice skills for what to do when 
you encounter accidents and injuries, 
big and small. Stay tuned for more 
announcements!
As we saw during the CZU fire, 
emergencies trigger an avalanche 
of communication needs, often 
accompanied by considerable 
confusion, and at times a loss 
of normal channels, such as cell 
phones. The basics really matter 
here: Keeping an accurate list of 
your neighbors and being able to 

reach to them, being able to do a 
neighborhood welfare check, having 
CERT and ARES volunteers help staff 
the communication centers at the 
fire department. Radio remains a key 
tool if cell phones and internet are 
disrupted, especially the inexpensive 
GMRS radios that SSEPO has 
been helping the neighborhoods 
acquire. In a serious event it’s 
important to quickly provide accurate 
reports to the authorities, so that 
thinly stretched resources can be 
effectively prioritized. It’s clear many 
of us are still not comfortable using 
the radio, and we see people giving 
up when it “doesn’t work.” That 
can be disastrous in a real event. 
Each fall we do an area wide drill 
in collaboration with ARES and the 
local fire departments where we 
simulate the entire initial response to 
an area wide disaster. For this year, 
we want to focus on neighborhood 
level training in effective radio use 
prior to the event, as well as covering 
even more of the area so we get as 
comprehensive and clear a situation 
report as quickly as possible. The 
goal should be that no one is left out!
Fortunately, we are blessed with an 
active and supportive community 
that definitely supports the idea 
of helping one another. We look 
forward to your participation in our 
upcoming events! Watch this space 
for more announcements about the 
First Annual SSEPO Training (first aid 
and such) in July, and our area wide 
disaster drill in October. 
Questions? Thoughts? Contact us at 
info@ssepo.org . 

http://ssepo.org
mailto:info@ssepo.org
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Sudden Oak Death Updates
BY JANE MANNING

2022 Sudden Oak Death Blitz:
Celebrate Arbor Day (April 29) by being a SOD blitz citizen 
scientist for tree health! Please help grow the SOD blitz 
databank (16 years of data so far!) used by thousands of 
researchers to develop practices for SOD containment. 
South Skyline is ground zero for SOD, so your participation 
is always key! Our 11 local blitzes have helped reveal 
drought-related infection trends and how certain bay laurel 
trees act as super-spreaders. Critically this year, more 
sampling in our Mountains will assist early detection of the 
highly aggressive EU1 strain. EU1 was just discovered for 
the 2nd year running, but only in Del Norte County, where 
eradication efforts are already underway. Early detection 
here could help avoid southward spread. 
SOD Blitz participation is easy: Pick-up a packet, perform 
the online training, and then go out walking! Download 
the SODMap app on your phone—it is very easy to use 
and gives you LAT-LON coordinates. Contact me with any 
questions: skyline_sod@yahoo.com
Sampling packet pick-up and drop-off will be outdoors, 
self-service: 
WHEN: Friday, April 29 at 5PM to Tuesday, May 3 at 9AM
WHERE: Saratoga Summit CalFire Station, 12900 Skyline 
Blvd, Los Gatos
Before sampling, you must register and watch the training 
video at www.sodblitz.org . It takes about 30 minutes. Even 
if you only have time for a few samples, everything helps! 
You can also participate by just filling out a 10-minute 
questionnaire about how you observe or control SOD on 
your land. Also, each sample is PCR-tested, so blitz costs 
really add up—consider donating at www.matteolab.org.

Results from the Spring 2021 SOD blitz 
Blitz volunteers together sampled from 171,000 acres in 
18 counties in 2021! Likely due to dry weather, the State-
wide average true infection rate halved relative to 2020. In 
contrast, 2017, a wet year, had 3x the rate of 2021. On 
South Skyline private and adjacent park lands (aka 
‘Peninsula West’, north of Los Gatos/west of 280), the 
infection rate dropped to 4.2% from 13% in 2020. Eleven 
collectors returned 14 packets for the mid-April South 
Skyline blitz, a great turn-out according to Matteo—thank 
you volunteers! Matteo also said that while many bay laurels 
did not have detectible levels of Phytophthora ramorum 
and were not infectious to oaks in 2021, bay trees may still 
harbor low spore counts of this water-dependent organism. 
They will multiply in wetter times and resume infecting 
oaks. So, NOW is the time to remove any bays within 30’ of 
oak limbs. I checked my bay laurels by clicking on “SOD 
Blitz 2021 Results and Map” at www.sodblitz.org . Located 

in different 
habitats, about 
half remained 
infected since 
last year, and 
the rest 
switched to 
negative. 
Contact me if 
you need help 
seeing the SOD 
maps. 
In other local 
blitzes, the 
inland foothills 
had lower 
infection rates than 2020, however, Filoli had a high rate. 
More confirmed impacts on canyon oak, often as limb die-
back. This species is part of the intermediate oak group, 
unlike other SOD targets (coast, black, Shreve) which are 
red oaks. 

SOD and Fire
Clearing defensible space around homes can be a large 
investment and requires a strategic approach. Bay laurel, 
Doug-fir, pine, and other highly flammable, fire-intolerant 
species have packed into forest areas where fire would 
have traditionally kept them in check. Matteo strongly 
recommends thinning to an “intermediate canopy cover”. 
Over-thinning opens the canopy too much and can 
encourage highly flammable invasive shrubs (like broom) 
and grasses to move in. So, he recommends to start by 
cutting out small, crowded trees and fire-intolerant species 
to open the canopy while still ensuring adequate shade to 
suppress grasses and broom. More at www.ucbfire.org.
It is always critical to monitor for weak, dying trees within 
your defensible space. The tree pathogen-fire behavior 
nexus centers around the fact that weak or dying trees 
are drier, more flammable fuel. SOD-killed trees generate 
unusually large downed debris loads and were found in 
recent fires to triple flame lengths and increase fire-line 
intensity via flare-ups. When you see sudden tree decline, 
there are many possibilities. If it is an oak and it is not 
dead, consult an arborist, and ask them to use the OakStep 
Program at www.matteolab.org to cheaply SOD-test your 
oaks. Other microorganisms, including an array of native 
epiphytic fungi, are currently suspected of opportunistically 
attacking drought-stressed redwood, Douglas-fir, and other 
species in the Santa Cruz Mountains. Stay tuned. 

mailto:skyline_sod@yahoo.com
http://www.sodblitz.org
http://www.matteolab.org
http://www.sodblitz.org
http://www.ucbfire.org
http://www.matteolab.org
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Blowing in the Wind 
BY LARRY WATSON, RETIRED BIOMETEOROLOGIST 

For twenty years I have participated in 
the Backyard Burn program available 
to home owners in Santa Cruz County 
and within the Monterey Bay Air 
Resources District. This program has 
provided the opportunity to create 
and maintain defensible space 
around our home, water supply, and 
access roads without chipping and 
disposal of chips. Additionally, I have 
been able to promote oak woodlands 
and grasslands as people did here for 
at least a couple of thousand years. 
Beware that other counties and air 
districts may not support similar 
programs to area residents. And, I 
know that some area residents are 
opposed to any outdoor burning.
Backyard burning of piles no larger 
than 4’x4’x4’ can be possible during 
the Backyard Burn Season but only 
on permissible days determined by 
air district meteorologists and fire 
agencies. But being fully compliant 
with your burn permit requirements 
on a designated burn day does not 
mean you should light the pile.

The QUESTION for any permitted burn 
day is: “Can I burn safely?”
As Nobel Prize recipient Bob Dylan 
sang “the ANSWER, my friend, is 
blowing in the wind...”. 
Unless it’s raining or has been 
recently, embers or firebrand can be 
blown into combustible areas near 
the burning pile. Strong winds, gusty 
winds, or unexpected changes in 
wind direction can create a disaster. 
An “abundance of caution” is always 
recommended.
The National Weather Service (NWS) 
publishes a 7-day hourly Point 

Forecast of wind speeds, expected 
gusts, and wind direction for any 
location. However, the forecast is 
not easy to find using a common 
link because every location has a 
different URL (web address) based 
on latitude and longitude. Once you 
navigate to your page (as outlined 
below), just bookmark it for the 
future. It is updated hourly and is 
your best source for information on 
your decision to burn or not related 
to wind. This hourly forecast is most 
commonly used by meteorologists or 
others making short-term, weather-
based decisions but is available to 
anyone.
This article will describe how to 
obtain the wind forecast for your 
burn location. As an example, I 
retrieved the wind forecast when 
attending a recent excellent backyard-
burn workshop hosted by Skyline 
neighbors Denis and Jane, and 
presented by Jared Childress of the 
California Cooperative Extension 
service. Jared is a specialist in 
prescriptive burning. Here is a 
contemporary screenshot from my 
mobile phone of the wind forecast 
just prior to the lighting of the 
demonstration pile.
The lower solid (purple) line is the 
average hourly wind speed beginning 
10am Monday February 14 and into 
the following day. On that line are 
“wind barbs” where the shaft from 
the dot indicates the direction the 
hourly average wind is blowing from. 
The barbs on the shaft are redundant 
meteorological notation for the value 
on the line. Barb lengths indicate 
knots but the numbers on the line are 
miles per hour. It can be seen that the 
forecasted wind direction would shift 
from Northwest to North throughout 
the morning. A wind event with 
gusts (top blue line) was forecast to 
start around 6pm. The pile would be 
burned and fully extinguished before 
that time.

How to Obtain the Current 
Wind Forecast
Following are the steps to find the 
current NWS wind forecast for your 
location. Bookmark the page for the 
future once you find it. 
1. In your browser go to weather.

gov. The page returned has a 
US map and a “Local forecast” 
search box at upper left.

2. Into the box start typing the name 
of a city near your burn location, 
such as Los Gatos. As you type, 
a list will appear below the box 
from which you select the one 
you want. If the city you want is 
not there, try another nearby.

3. There should be three parts to 
returned page: 

• The nearest NWS forecast office
• Current conditions for the NWS 

Forecast Station nearest Los Gatos
• The Extended “Point” Forecast for 

the location.
If the returned page does not include 
these three elements, you have gotten 
the wrong page.
4. Next it is necessary to “MapClick” 

on your exact burn location. 
Further down on the returned 
page, locate the map with a 
green rectangle indicating the 
“point” for this Point Forecast. For 
example, to find my burn location, 
I would need to zoom (maybe out, 
then in) while moving the map 
around. Click the map at that 
location and the point forecast 
page will be returned.

continued on next page
Burn permits are required in all counties. Find permit information at  

Burnpermit.fire.ca.gov or contact your local fire station.

http://weather.gov
http://weather.gov
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blowing in the wind continuation

South Skyline Fire & Rescue News
BY ANDY SEIGEL, CAPTAIN, SSF&R

It’s been a typically quiet first quarter 
in South Skyline. We have been 
focusing on yearly vehicle service 
in preparation for the coming fire 
season.
As much as we had hoped to resume 
our annual pancake breakfast this 
May, we just could not find a way to 
get it done. Hopefully we can get this 
fun event back on the calendar soon.

Defensible Space  
and Other Tips
With the lack of our yearly average 
precipitation, it’s even more important 
to get a head start working on your 
defensible space. Don’t wait. Time 
will tell, but we are expecting an 
early start to the peak fire season. 
Big Sur experienced a 687 acre fire 
in January, and we’ve already seen a 
number of small vegetation fires in 
the area. While most were started by 
accident, some were the result of an 
escaped backyard pile burn. Some 
were even started from fireplace 
ashes. 
Every year in early spring, we see 
fires caused by the improper disposal 
of hot coals and ashes from wood 
stoves, fireplaces, and grills. This 
material can remain hot for many 
days to even weeks after you think 
the fire is “out.” This is a fairly easy 
problem to solve:
• Allow coals and ash to cool within 

the wood stove or grill if space 
allows. 

• When you need to remove the 
ashes, transfer them into a metal 
container (with a metal lid).

• Store the container outside, away 
from any combustibles. 

• Use the container only for ashes. 
You can consider wetting the ashes 
in the container. 

• Dispose of the ashes after a few 
weeks. 

Remember to inspect your ash can 
periodically for holes. A small steel 
ash can is inexpensive at your local 
hardware store. 

Recruiting 
In recruiting news, we still have 
2 cadets in the 2022 Santa Cruz 
County Fire Academy. We are 
already recruiting for 2023 – there 
are many steps to the process, and 
it’s best to get an early start. There 
is information on our website about 
the program. We’re happy to answer 
any questions; email us at interest@
southskylinefire.org

Visit us at: http://southskylinefire.org

5. On the returned page, scroll down to find the hourly chart icon (below the 
satellite icons) and click on it to display the forecast of all meteorological 
parameters over the next 48 hours. Here is the wind graph extracted:

If this were a permitted burn day, the 
wind at my location through the day 
is forecast to be relatively constant in 
speed and direction from the North 
without gusts. If the direction any 
smoke may travel is acceptable, this 
appears to be a reasonable burn day.

mailto:interest@southskylinefire.org
mailto:interest@southskylinefire.org
http://southskylinefire.org
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Vistas and Wildflowers: Take a Hike at Los Trancos 
BY JOANNE IRWIN 

Los Trancos Open Space Preserve offers five miles of 
trails that amble through Douglas-fir, oak, madrone, 
wildflower-filled meadows and a grove of ancient bay 
laurel trees. Three miles of trails are dedicated to hiking 
only. Additionally, equestrians are welcome on the two-
mile Page Mill Trail.
In March and April, hikers enjoy a jubilant display of 
wildflowers. Milkmaids, California poppies, purple owl’s 
clover, Fernald’s iris, purple sanicle, California buttercups, 
lupine, checkermallow, Pacific hounds tongue and checker 
lily are but a few of the blooms that add color to the 
preserve’s sunny meadows and oak woodlands. Wildlife 
that traverses these hills include wild turkey, black-tailed 
deer, coyote, California quail, striped skunk, bobcat and 
mountain lion. For a sneak peek at the birds, butterflies, 
flora and fauna one might spot while hiking Los 
Trancos, browse the photo gallery found at https://www.
openspace.org/preserves/los-trancos#highlights. 
One feature that sets this preserve apart from all the 
rest is the San Andreas Fault which runs right through 
it. Evidence of earthquake activity abounds. Thanks to 
Foothill College geology professor Tim Hall, his father 
Nick Hall, and a cadre of Foothill College geology 
students, visitors can deepen their understanding of 
local earthquake activity through the educational San 
Andreas Fault Earthquake Trail brochure found at https://
www.openspace.org/preserves/los-trancos. Be sure to 
download the guide before leaving home, as reception 
at the preserve is spotty. The nine stations of the San 
Andreas Fault Earthquake Trail and its corresponding trail 
guide highlight sag ponds, “benches”, ‘alien’ rocks that 
moved up the fault from Loma Prieta mountain 23 miles 
away, and a recreation of a ‘torn’ fence that demonstrates 

how the 
land shifted 
three feet 
in the 1906 
earthquake. 
Consider 
joining a 
docent lead 
Earthquake 
Hike (2.5 
hours, 2 
miles) to 
further 
explore 
the world’s 
longest 
and most 
active fault. 
Midpeninsula 
Regional 
Open Space 

District (Midpen) offers these hikes several times a year 
typically on the first Saturday or Sunday of the month. To 
make reservations (if needed), go to the Midpen Events 
Calendar https://www.openspace.org/where-to-go/events-
activities where all hikes are listed, or check the quarterly 
Midpen newsletter, Views where a selection of some of 
the hikes are posted.
The Spanish word tranco means stride, or big step. 
Roughly translated, the name of this preserve means “the 
big steps”. One assumes the preserve takes its name from 
Los Trancos Creek, which cascades downhill through the 
preserve and eventually joins San Francisquito Creek near 
Stanford University. However, one can easily see a dual 
meaning in the name when one considers the movement 
of the San Andreas Fault that periodically shifts the land 
in this preserve in opposite directions. The San Andreas is 
a strike-slip fault; consequently, with each earthquake the 
land on the east side of the fault (in geologic terms, the 
North American Plate), takes a step southeast, while the 
land on the west side of the fault (the Pacific Plate) steps 
northwest. The San Andreas fault “steps” an average of 
3/4 inch each year.
Be sure to take in the sweeping view from the stone bench 
near the start of the San Andreas Fault Trail. Found on 
a knoll just past post # 2 on the Earthquake Trail, the 
bench honors Stan Norton who served as legal counsel 
for Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District from 1973 
to 1994. An inscription on the bench reads, “Still keeping 
an eye on Stanford and Palo Alto”. One imagines the view 
from the bench once included Hoover Tower on Stanford 
campus, however, the trees have grown taller since the 
bench was dedicated twenty-three years ago in 1999. Still, 
the reference to Norton’s prowess as an attorney is clear. 
Norton, a graduate from Stanford Law School, used the 
skills he learned at Stanford to stop Stanford from backing 

continued on next page

(Left):The replica of the fence that shows the ground moved 3 feet 
during the 1906 earthquake  
(Above):The view from the Stan Norton bench,  
Los Trancos Open Space Preserve.

https://www.openspace.org/preserves/los-trancos#highlights
https://www.openspace.org/preserves/los-trancos#highlights
https://www.openspace.org/preserves/los-trancos
https://www.openspace.org/preserves/los-trancos
https://www.openspace.org/where-to-go/events-activities
https://www.openspace.org/where-to-go/events-activities
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SC4ARC Participates in Coastside Gives

This Spring, SC4ARC 
will be participating 
in Coastside Gives. 
Coastside Gives is 
sponsored by the 
Mavericks Community 
Foundation. They 
conduct an annual event that brings the Coastside 
together as one community while raising money and 
awareness for our local nonprofits during a 24-hour giving 
challenge. SC4ARC owns and maintains the local Ham 
Radio infrastructure such as repeaters (allow long-distance 
communications) and Winlink (allows communications via 
email even when the internet is not functioning) equipment 
on which we rely in emergencies. SC4ARC is a 501(c)3 
nonprofit club that relies on donations from the community 
for maintenance and/or addition to our equipment. 
Currently, we have a robust emergency communication 
infrastructure in most areas of the South Coast. However, 
there are a few areas, like Butano Ridge, that require new 
or upgraded equipment to provide reliable emergency 
communications during a disaster.
SC4ARC along with the SC4ARES group provides 
emergency Ham Radio communications in case of any 
situation, be it fire, flood, earthquake, or in power outages 
like PG&E’s PSPS events. The last three years have been 

very active, and SC4ARC has 
been there for our neighbors 
during the CZU Lightning 
Complex, the PSPS’s, and 
assistance in the evacuation 
of burn-scarred neighborhoods during Atmospheric River 
events.
2022 Giving Day is MAY 5. Early giving started on March 
7. You do not need to wait until May 5 to donate. You can 
give anytime up to midnight on May 5. To donate, go to 
https://www.coastsidegives.org/SC4AmateurRadio or 
www.sc4arc.org Please donate now.

out of a binding contract to sell Black Mountain Ranch to the Open Space 
District. Black Mountain Ranch is now part of Monte Bello Preserve, which 
borders Los Trancos Preserve. On a clear day, the view from the Stan Norton 
bench displays Crystal Springs Reservoir, San Andreas Lake, the San Francisco 
and Oakland skylines, the sparkling San Francisco Bay, and in the distance, 
Mount Tamalpais.
Hikers looking for a longer hike can take advantage of connector trails to 
neighboring Foothills Park and/or Monte Bello Preserve. The north end of the 
Page Mill Trail connects to the Pony Tracks Fire Road in Foothills Park; turn 
left/west and follow the fire road to the Foothills Park Los Trancos Loop trail. 
Additionally, the south end of the Page Mill Trail connects to the Canyon Trail 
in Monte Bello Preserve. Alternatively, one can also take a short spur off the 
Franciscan Loop Trail to connect to Monte Bello’s Canyon Trail. Likewise, from 
the main Los Trancos Preserve Parking area, cross Page Mill Road to access 
the Monte Bello Preserve main parking area, where you’ll find the start of the 
Stevens Creek Nature Trail and the White Oak Trail. Download the Los Trancos 
map at https://www.openspace.org/preserves/los-trancos.

take a hike at los trancos continuation

Pacific Hounds Tongue 

https://www.coastsidegives.org/SC4AmateurRadio
http://www.sc4arc.org
https://www.openspace.org/preserves/los-trancos
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Cow Parsnip  
Thomas 1961

Cow Parsnip Goes Big
BY SARAH SCHOEN

Of all the members of the carrot 
family in South Skyline, cow parsnip 
(Heracleum maximum formerly 
Herculeum lanatum) is the largest. 
The herbaceous perennial grows up 
to 6 feet tall or more. Both its genus 
and species names refer to this 
fact–Heracleum for Hercules’ size 
and strength, and then maximum for 
highest or utmost. 
Usually in the South Skyline area, cow 
parsnip grows singly or with just a 
few plants in a given spot. One April, 
I was hiking Mindego Hill. Shortly 
below the summit, the trail took me 
through a wet, spring-fed area, where 
the plants grew so tall on either side 
it was like walking through a cow 
parsnip forest.
At the base are huge leaves; the 
serrated, maple-like leaves, are up to 
1 to 2 feet across. Their shape and 
color are also reminiscent of rhubarb 
leaves.
The stem is stout, hairy and hollow 
between nodes and is green without 
any purple spots. It accounts for 
most of the height.
At the top of the plant, white 
umbrella-shaped flower clusters 
(umbels) are ½ to 1 foot across. They 
bloom from April to July. The outer 
flowers are larger to attract insect 
pollinators. The inner flowers are 
smaller and provide the nectar and 
pollen reward. The fruit is 8-12 mm 
long with narrow ribs, dark lines and 
very fine hairs.
Native Californians used cow parsnip 
for food and medicine. Ohlones 
boiled the roots for food and ate 
the foliage. (Most herbal references 
and those for other tribes state that 
only young shoots or peeled young 

flower stalks were eaten.) A number 
of California Indian tribes used cow 
parsnip medicinally. For example, 
Pomo externally applied a decoction 
of the whole plant or a poultice of 
the root to treat rheumatism and 
swelling. Note that mature plants are 
toxic. The juices, in combination with 
sunlight exposure, can cause a rash, 
blistering and pigmentation of skin.
Cow parsnip is the only member of 
its genus in California. However, 
there are other large members 
of the carrot family in South 
Skyline. Wolly angelica (Angelica 
tomentosa) has twice pinnate 
(fernlike) leaves that are softly “wool” 
covered. Non-native poison hemlock 
(Conium maculatum) has lacey leaves 
and purple spots on its stem.
Cow parsnip is widely distributed 
and is found in most states in North 
America. In California, it is found 
in the coastal areas, including the 

coastal mountains, and the western 
side of the Sierra Nevada below 
9000’. The plant prefers full sun to 
partial shade and grows in moist 
thickets, moist slopes, wooded 
slopes, and edges of brush. Cow 
parsnip is also found along roadsides, 
including along Skyline Boulevard.

Cow Parsnip 
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Classified Ads 
 
Community
FREE FIRE FITTING FOR THOSE IN 
THE SOUTH SKYLINE FIRE & RESCUE 
PRIMARY RESPONSE AREA.  
This 2 ½ inch fitting will allow the 
connection of a fire hose to your water 
supply and can be utilized by the 
fire department to access the water 
necessary for fire suppression. Blue 
reflectors are also available. Please visit  
http://southskylinefire.org/ for more 
information in the “Help us help you” 
section.

SC4 AMATEUR RADIO CLUB welcomes 
those interested in amateur radio 
for emergency communications and 
neighborly talk. License is free. Simple 
exam: No Morse code. We offer classes. 
Visit www.sc4arc.org or write: SC4ARC,  
PO Box 237, La Honda, CA 94020

Service
BARBARA & JOHN HARRIMAN 
MOUNTAIN REALTORS 
Residents here for 23 years.  
We LOVE the mountains!  
John 408-332-4780 
Barbara 408-656-8209 
You set the pace. We make it easy.  
Now with Sereno Group  
John.Harriman@serenogroup.com 
Barbara.Harriman@serenogroup.com  
Check out our Testimonials  
www.TheHarrimanTeam.com

COLE AND RIESE REAL ESTATE GROUP 
#1 TEAM LOS GATOS ~  
2019 SALES OF $84 MILLION  
Nancy Cole, Jill Cole and Michael Riese. 
Contact us today to understand how to 
maximize the sale price of your home. 
Visit us online at www.Cole-Riese.com 
info@cole-riese.com | 408-219-3416

C.STILLE EXCAVATION  
On the mountain serving South Skyline 
Blvd / Summit Rd areas for over 30 years. 
We offer Quarry Supply, Hauling, Paving 
and most forms of Excavation including 
defensible space for fire and slide debris 
removal. You can reach us at  
408-781-2731 or get more info through:  
www.ifyoucandreamitwecandigit.com 

DAVE WARTER MORTGAGE ADVISOR  
831-419-7604 bayareamortgages.com . 
I am passionate about creating a better 
loan process, serving happy clients, 
and building a foundation for financial 
success. This allows me to provide my 

clients with competitive rates, tailored 
financing solutions, and an efficient loan 
process focused on communication. Call 
or email me for a free consultation.  
dave@bayareamortgages.com

DOG DAYS AWARD WINNING  
DOG TRAINING CLASSES 
Monday evenings at Woodside Village 
Church. GIFT CERTIFICATES–great for  
any dog owner! Private Lessons. Please 
call 650-851-5500 (Best) or Email:  
Dog.days@comcast.net

HUNNER ASSOCIATES GENERAL 
CONTRACTORS Local family owned  
and operated general construction and 
project management firm specializing  
in new and remodel residential projects  
in the San Francisco Mid-Peninsula  
area. Licensed since 1979, visit our 
website to learn more:  
www.hunnerassociates.com or connect 
by email: info@hunnerassociates.com

LEARNING STRATEGIES  
One-on-one tutoring in your home or by 
Zoom by qualified educators. K-12, all 
subject areas including test prep ISEE, 
HSPT, SSAT & SAT. Also homeschooling 
for families and social pods. Contact 
Learning Strategies,  
www.creative-learning-strategies.com or 
email victoriaskinner@creative-learning-
strategies.com or call 650-747-9651 for a 
free phone consultation.

PINEDA TREE SERVICE INC. 
A local and reliable business that 
specializes in Crown thinning & cleaning, 
Hazardous tree removal, poison oak 
removal, and property cleanup, 24/7 
emergency. Free estimate. Insured and 
bonded. CSL#991767 650-208-2734 
Email: PinedatreeserviceInc@gmail.com

PORTOLA VALLEY FARMERS’ MARKET 
Every Thursday, year-round 2-6pm (2-5pm 
winter) Weekly farmers’ market brings 
local fruits & veggies, eggs, meat, fish, 
bakery & specialty foods, crafts and 
ready-to-eats. 765 Portola Road, PV 
at town center in front of the Historic 
Schoolhouse. See posts on facebook. 

RESIDENTIAL DESIGN: Country and 
urban custom houses, remodel and 
additions. 20+ years experience in 
California. See some of my work at:  
http://www.TSVresidential.com  
Taruno S. Vega 650-747-0654  
taruno@coastside.net

RUSSIAN RIDGE WINERY  
919 Washington Street, San Carlos. 
Award winning wines, many Santa Cruz 
Mountain varietals. Tasting room open 
Fridays 5-9 pm and Saturdays/Sundays 
12-5 pm.

SAFE & RELIABLE AIRPORT RIDES 
Service from Skyline to and from SFO 
or SJC airports at UBER rates. Please 
email, text, or call me with your contact 
information. I’ll give you more info, and we 
can arrange your next trip. Bon Voyage! 
David.Heller@HTSCreative.com --  
408-832-0552

SOLAR CONSULTATION  
For a free, no obligation solar  
consultation from your mountain 
neighbor, please contact David Morgan  
dmorgan@simplysolarcalifornia.com 
(408) 348-5781. Simply Solar is a local 
Northern California company installing 
North American made panels.

SKYLINE BROADBAND SERVICE 
Offering high-speed wireless Internet with 
speeds up to 50 Mbps in much of our 
500-square-mile coverage area. 
http://SkylineBroadbandService.com  
phone: 650-712-5900

SKYLINE YOGA to heal your body and 
relax your mind. One-on-One, Chair Yoga, 
Live Online and In-Person Yoga. Learn 
about pop-up classes, recorded classes 
and sign up for health news at www.
yourhealthandjoy.com  
patricia@yourhealthandjoy.com

When placing an ad: Please limit 
each ad to 45 words. Due to many 
requests, we will attempt to keep a 
list of ads that will run every issue. 
However, there is no guarantee that 
an ad won’t be missed because of 
our changes in staff. If you want to 
be on the list, make a request to “run 
until canceled.” It is best to resubmit 
ads for each issue. Next deadline:  
June 12, 2022.

Classified Ads are free for SSA 
members. Membership is $20 per 
year. The online SSA membership 
application is at www.southskyline.
org. Email ads to:  
skylineseditor@yahoo.com

http://southskylinefire.org/
http://www.sc4arc.org
mailto:John.Harriman@serenogroup.com
mailto:Barbara.Harriman@serenogroup.com
http://www.TheHarrimanTeam.com
http://www.Cole-Riese.com
mailto:info@cole-riese.com
http://www.ifyoucandreamitwecandigit.com
http://bayareamortgages.com
mailto:dave@bayareamortgages.com
mailto:Dog.days%40comcast.net?subject=
http://www.hunnerassociates.com
mailto:info@hunnerassociates.com
http://www.creative-learning-strategies.com
mailto:victoriaskinner@creative-learning-strategies.com
mailto:victoriaskinner@creative-learning-strategies.com
mailto:PinedatreeserviceInc@gmail.com
http://www.TSVresidential.com
mailto:taruno@coastside.net
mailto:David.Heller@HTSCreative.com
mailto:dmorgan@simplysolarcalifornia.com
http://SkylineBroadbandService.com
http://www.yourhealthandjoy.com
http://www.yourhealthandjoy.com
mailto:patricia%40yourhealthandjoy.com?subject=
http://www.southskyline.org
http://www.southskyline.org
mailto:skylineseditor%40yahoo.com?subject=SSA%20Classified%20Ad
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SOUTH SKYLINE ASSOCIATION 
400 Skyline Blvd. 
La Honda, CA 94020 

Skylines Ads and News Articles 
The deadline for submitting ads and articles for the next issue is June 12, 2022 
Skylines is published once a quarter: January/April/July/October 
Skylines invites individuals to submit articles and artwork. 
Policy on Classified Ads: Limit ads to 45 words. Free for SSA members.
Send all ads and articles to: SkylinesEditor@yahoo.com 
We reserve the right to edit all submissions. We assume no responsibility for omissions, incorrect information or personal opinions. 

Dave Anderson Highway 9 – Santa Cruz County Website, Public Safety

Patti Begley Highway 9 – Santa Cruz County Communications, Website Committee

Barbara Bekins Highway 35 – Rocky Creek Treasurer, Public Safety/Water, Website 
Committee

Debra Born Alpine Road Secretary, Membership Chair, SSFSC,  
Website Committee

Evan Dellor Portola Heights President

Udi Gold Portola Heights

Rich Lee Portola Heights Vice-President, SSEPO, Chief Fun Officer

Jerry Parsons Las Cumbres SSEPO

Susan Stucky Portola Heights Grant Administrator

Board positions are available.
Contact Evan Dellor — president@southskyline.org

Current SSA Board Members
SSA Calendar 2022

Monthly SSA  
Board Meetings  

7:00pm
April 14
May 12
June 9
July 14

 
For further updates  
contact Evan Dellor:  

president@southskyline.org 

mailto:SkylinesEditor@yahoo.com
mailto:president@southskyline.org
mailto:president@southskyline.org

